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Three freedoms under the magnifying glass

Review of the violations of the basic freedoms during the state of
emergency in Serbia 23-27 April 2020

Freedom of association, assembly and expression

1. The Public Prosecutor's Office in Novi Sad has dismissed a criminal charge against journalist Ana Lalic,
who was arrested for publishing a text about conditions in the Clinical Center of Vojvodina and insufficient
protective equipment for employees who have contact with infected patients. Before the decision was
made, journalist Lalic said that in the case of criminal proceedings against her, she would call as the witness
the Minister of Health, Zlatibor Loncar, an epidemiologist Predrag Kon, who had previously publicly
acknowledged that there was not enough protective equipment at the beginning, but that they did not
publish, because they did not want to disturb the public. The Independent Association of Journalists of
Vojvodina made a request to the Prosecution to drop the charges against Lalic, before the Prosecutor’s
Office decided to dismiss the criminal complaint, emphasizing that the continuation of absurd proceedings
against the journalist constitutes a direct attack on the citizens themselves, i.e. on their right to be
informed.

2. Cultural News of the Radio Television of Serbia refused to publish an interview with the professor and
former Ambassador of Serbia to the United Kingdom, Vladeta Jankovic over his response regarding a press
conference by the Crisis Staff to combat the virus corona, as well as media appearances by President
Aleksandar Vucic. According to the portal “Cenzolovka”, the reason for censorship lies in his response, in
which Professor Jankovic points out that he is disturbed by Crisis Staff press conferences because it seems
to him that some doctors are under pressure from political factors. He also states that he is particularly
disturbed by President Vucic's appearances, which he describes as "appearances on the edge of balance".
Such examples of censorship are absolutely unacceptable, and the mention of the personal characteristics
of the President may not justify these moves, since the very function of the President entails greater
exposure to criticism from the public.



http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a593426/Odbacena-krivicna-prijava-protiv-novinarke-Ane-Lalic.html
https://www.danas.rs/drustvo/ndnv-obustaviti-postupak-protiv-ane-lalic-iz-kriznog-staba-potvrdjeno-njeno-pisanje/
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a593356/Ana-Lalic-Ako-tuzilastvo-ne-povuce-optuzbu-pozvacu-Kona-i-Loncara-kao-svedoke.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a593356/Ana-Lalic-Ako-tuzilastvo-ne-povuce-optuzbu-pozvacu-Kona-i-Loncara-kao-svedoke.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a592205/Cenzolovka-RTS-odbio-da-objavi-intervju-Vladete-Jankovica-zbog-jednog-odgovora.html

3. Editor-in-chief of the pro-government tabloid “Informer”, Dragan Vucicevic, continued with sexist
comments and persecution of N1 journalist Zaklina Tatalovic. This time, he went one step further in his
recklessness and posted on Twitter a photo of a body part secretly taken during a Crisis Staff press
conference regarding corona virus. The Commissioner for Equality Protection, Brankica Jankovic, called on
journalist Zaklina Tatalovic to file a complaint trough this institution, saying that such attacks were sexism
that was unacceptable in public communication. She was joined by journalists gathered in the group
"Journalists against Violence", who emphasized that this is usual pattern used by Vucicevic to publicly mock
their physical appearance. In their statement, they emphasized solidarity with all women who suffer such
forms of violence and said their willing to provide them with all kinds of support.

4. The daily “Kurir” accused the member of the Press Council, Zlatko Cobovic, that he was in
contact with the owners of N1 television and that his involvement in the Press Council was a
conflict of interest, considering that he was also a member of the Independent Journalists'
Association of Serbia. Cobovic was the target of the tabloid attacks because he has filed five
complaints against the daily “Kurir” trough the Press Council, primarily because of their attacks
and insults at the expense of journalist Ana Lalic. We remind you that this newspaper has accused
the journalist in numerous articles of irresponsible treatment and reporting of fake news, and in
recent weeks, the journalists of the television station "N1" were on their target. In this way,
practice of attacking people with different opinions continued, and in the specific case the target
of the attack became a man who pointed out to the competent institutions of the unprofessional
treatment of the “Kurir” newspaper, as well as the violation of the provisions of the Code of
Journalists of Serbia.

Other freedoms

During the State of Emergency, Civic Initiatives will also report on
violations of other human rights.

1.The Corruption Research Institute “Kareja “ has submitted a request to the Government of the Republic
of Serbia to review all decisions of the state administration, public and state-owned companies and
institutions that were made during the state of emergency. In their statement, they stressed that the state
of emergency provides an opportunity to commit a number of abuses under the auspices of the danger we
face. This initiative was also supported by the Civic Action Pancevo and they invited other associations of
citizens and civil society organizations from the territory of the City of Pancevo to support it.

When it comes to reviewing the measures, the Speaker of National Assembly, Maja Gojkovic, has scheduled
the first session of the Assembly since the state of emergency was introduced, and its agenda will include
proposals to confirm the decision on the state of emergency as well as measures adopted during this
period. The Executive Director of the Open Society Fund, Milan Antonijevic, said there are numerous
guestions regarding this session, such as why the Assembly had not previously held its session and thus
exercised its controlling role and reviewed all measures that had consequences on the human rights
situation.

2. The Center for Democracy and Human Rights from Prokuplie has asked the Government of the Republic
of Serbia to publicly announce how much money has been spent on the purchase of medical and other
related equipment in order to combat the corona pandemic. The chairman of the Board of directors of the
organization, Dragan Dobrasinovic, reminds that the government claims that it spent hundreds of millions
of euros for these purposes and that an enormous amount of equipment was purchased during the
epidemic, but that it was done in a completely non-transparent manner. We point out that the Group of
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States against Corruption (GRECO) has warned that a pandemic could pose a risk of increasing corruption,
given the simplification of the procurement process and the real overload of the system.

3. The workers of the Nis factory “Shinvon” who belongs to the “Jura” Corporation claim that during two
extraordinary inspections carried out by the Labor Inspectorate it was found that four times more workers
were present at the factory than it was allowed. The first control identified four times bigger the number of
employees in the workplace, and during repeated controls, according to their colleagues, the workers were
hidden in the toilets and on the fire escape. The Labor Inspectorate confirmed that it had carried out the
control, but in its response to the portal “Juzne vesti” it referred to the relevant ministry in order to obtain
more information. The Ministry of Labor, Employment, Veterans' Affairs and Social Welfare denies that the
inspection found failures in the operation of that factory, which is not in line with the testimonies of
employees. Such examples point to the particularly difficult position of workers at the time of the corona
virus pandemic, as well as to the unreliable attitude of employers, but above all to the inability of the
competent authorities to ensure full respect for the measures identified and respect for workers' rights.

4. The constant ban of moving, with some exceptions on the basis of a written license, has further
hampered the situation of some 9,000 migrants, refugees and asylum seekers who are housed in reception
centers throughout Serbia. Such an atmosphere contributes to the escalation of tensions that result in
frequent incidents and, in some cases, physical clashes between residents or between residents and
security personnel. We recall that the Initiative for Economic and Social Rights-A11 has submitted an
initiative to review the constitutionality of Article 3 of the Emergency Measures Regulation, which provides
for the prohibition of the movement of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. They point out that such a
provision not only resulted in the unlawful deprivation of liberty, but also deprived them of the right to a
legal remedy and to a legal representative. On the other hand, the Ombudsman, Zoran Pasalic, points out
that a control procedure has been initiated and that information regarding the incident at the Asylum
Center in Krnjaca has been requested. From that institution, in cooperation with the National Mechanism
for Prevention of Torture, the competent institutions were again pointed out that must be an absolute ban
on torture and inhuman or degrading treatment.

5. The Initiative for Economic and Social Rights A11 informed the public that the public company "Belgrade
Water Supply" had provided drinking water tanks to the informal settlement of “Cukari¢ka Suma”, which
significantly improved the living conditions of the citizens of that settlement. We remind the European
Court of Human Rights has initiated proceedings against the Republic of Serbia for the danger of violating
the right to life and the prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment of Roma living in this informal
settlement, but subsequently withdrew the imposition of measures and directed the representatives of
Initiative A11 to re-address local authorities. From this Initiative, they noted that they also met with the
Ombudsman to address urgent questions regarding the situation of citizens living in informal settlements,
Roma, migrants and asylum seekers. In order for society to effectively cope with the virus pandemic, it is
necessary to pay particular attention to improving the living conditions of the most vulnerable social
groups.

6. The family members of the deceased, Milomir Milivojevic, a worker in factory "Milan Blagojevic" in
Lucani, were unjustifiably harassed and accused by police officers of violating a ban of movement, even
though they had proper permissions to move during "curfew". After an embarrassing interview with police
officer Marija Pantelic against the sister of the deceased worker, Mirjana Milivojevic, she was prosecuted,
but the charges were dropped soon. It is recalled that the Milivojevic family was the victim of an organized
campaign against them by the accused director of the factory, Rados Milovanovic, and it is indicative that
shortly after this incident, a comment appeared on local portals claiming that the Milivojevic family was
violating regulations and threatening members of the Ministry of the Police. It is unacceptable that after
many years, not only was the case of Milomir Milivojevic's death not reveled, but unprecedented attacks
and pressures on all members of the Milivojevic family continued, because they did not want to give up the
truth about his death.
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