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The announcements of the pandemic and the measures taken by the Serbian government to fight against 

the COVID-19 virus have changed the work of civil society organizations. The monitoring included 137 

civil society organizations from all over Serbia. From this number only three organizations stopped all 

activities. Most CSOs, almost a third, are involved in humanitarian work, while fewer than 15 

organizations carry out their regular activities. In addition to humanitarian work, other areas that can be 

categorized as organizational activities are: monitoring, information, psychosocial support and advocacy. 

When it comes to individual activities within these areas these are: providing legal assistance, human 

rights monitoring, providing psychological assistance, dealing with health care, networking, education and 

fundraising. Slightly less than half of the organizations are active in Belgrade, and other CSOs are located 

throughout Serbia. 

It is particularly important to emphasize the importance of working with the most vulnerable groups, 

through information on the poor current situation and the possible consequences of the pandemic on the 

groups concerned such as people with disabilities, women, children and the elderly, as well as migrants 

and the homeless. 

Although the state of emergency in Serbia was lifted on May 6 according to available data the 

organizations will continue to organize their activities in the way they did in the state of emergency, 

especially bearing in mind that the consequences of the pandemic will be felt by their users in the coming 

period. 

The following are the activities of some of the organizations that have been implemented in the past 

period: 

MONITORING 

-The Committee of Lawyers for Human Rights-YUCOM published the third analysis which 

chronologically shows the changes in the scope of enjoyment of guaranteed rights and the way of 

regulating changes during the first month of the state of emergency with the assessment of compliance of 

activities and measures of all branches of government. The focus of this analysis is on freedom of opinion 

and expression, freedom of the media, as well as the right to information. 

- The Belgrade Center for Human Rights together with the Humanitarian Center for Integration 

and Tolerance, Indigo Group for Children and Youth and NGO Praxis, submitted to the 

Constitutional Court of the Republic of Serbia an initiative to assess the constitutionality and legality of 

the Order Restricting Movement on Roads Leading to Asylum and Reception Centre Facilities and 

Grounds adopted on 6 May 2020. In their initiative, they consider that the ban on refugees, asylum seekers 

and irregular migrants from leaving reception centers and asylum centers in the Republic of Serbia, 

prescribed by this order, constitutes an unjustified and disproportionate restriction of the right to liberty 

and security of persons and their deprivation of liberty. 

 

http://en.yucom.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/HUMAN-RIGHTS-AND-COVID-Freedom-of-Opinion-and-Expression-Freedom-of-the-Media-the-Right-to-Be-Informed.pdf
http://en.yucom.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/HUMAN-RIGHTS-AND-COVID-Freedom-of-Opinion-and-Expression-Freedom-of-the-Media-the-Right-to-Be-Informed.pdf
http://www.bgcentar.org.rs/bgcentar/eng-lat/initiative-filed-with-the-constitutional-court-to-review-the-constitutionality-and-legality-of-the-order-restricting-movement-on-roads-leading-to-asylum-and-reception-centre-facilities-and-grounds/
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-The Belgrade Center for Security Policy published the analysis "Masks have fallen. Serbia in a 

geopolitical pandemic”. The report points out that during the pandemic, the Serbian government 

strengthened its relations with those countries in which authoritarian tendencies prevail and further set 

back the already turbulent relations with the European Union. Another analysis entitled "Emergency 

Security Sector: Testing Democracy." The conclusion of the analysis states that during the 52 days of the 

state of emergency, Serbia failed the test of democracy due to a series of omissions and irregularities in 

the conduct and control of the security sector. 

- The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia published an analysis of "Serbia and the 

Pandemic: Caring for Citizens as an Excuse for Usurping Power", analyzing the government in Serbia and 

its decisions made and implemented during the state of emergency. 

- The Center for Public Policy Research conducts research on online work from home at the time of 

Covid-19. Given that a second wave of pandemics is being announced, and that many people and 

organizations have chosen to continue working from home, the Center for Public Policy Research believes 

that the recommendations resulting from this research would be useful for all of us, but also for services 

which need to adapt to this new way of working. The first round of research - the employee survey - has 

been successfully completed, and employers are now in focus. 

- The Center for Free Elections and Democracy (CeSID) has published a document "Elections we don't 

(yet) know" analyzing the current course of parliamentary, provincial and local elections, announced in 

early March this year, through its three phases: The first 12 days of the campaign announcing elections 

until the moment of making a decision on the introduction of a state of emergency and termination of all 

election activities; "Off-Campaign Campaign" - during the state of emergency and the Campaign in 

Hybrid Mode - from the end of the state of emergency. The social, political and media environment in all 

phases of the election process was analyzed, as well as the work of institutions directly or indirectly 

involved in the election process, the work of the media and the thematic framework of the campaign. 

- The NGO Three Points conducted a survey "State of Emergency and Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms". The survey was conducted in the period from April 22 to May 2, 2020 by an online survey of 

citizens' attitudes, during which the survey from the territory of the Republic of Serbia was entered and 

filled in by 664. The total number of respondents who filled in the survey was 701. 

PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT 

-The Autonomous Women's Center issued a press release "Let's stop the pandemic of domestic 

violence" warning that during the state of emergency and pandemic, women survivors of violence faced a 

double risk: the risk of viruses, and the risk of domestic violence. The fact that the victims were forced to 

stay with the perpetrators continuously (up to 72 hours), without a possible way out, speaks volumes about 

the danger of a fatal outcome of violence. The fact that a woman who tried to report violence during 

curfew is punished speaks best about the failures of institutions during the state of emergency. 

http://www.bezbednost.org/Sve-publikacije/7245/Maske-su-pale-Srbija-u-pandemiji-geopolitike.shtml
http://www.bezbednost.org/Sve-publikacije/7245/Maske-su-pale-Srbija-u-pandemiji-geopolitike.shtml
http://www.bezbednost.org/Sve-publikacije/7247/Sektor-bezbednosti-u-vanrednom-stanju-testiranje.shtml
http://www.bezbednost.org/Sve-publikacije/7247/Sektor-bezbednosti-u-vanrednom-stanju-testiranje.shtml
https://www.helsinki.org.rs/serbian/doc/HB-Br155.pdf
https://www.helsinki.org.rs/serbian/doc/HB-Br155.pdf
https://www.publicpolicy.rs/projekti/50_Da-li-nas-je-karantin-nau%C4%8Dio-da-radimo-od-ku%C4%87e?
http://www.cesid.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Izbori-kakve-jo%C5%A1-ne-poznajemo.pdf
http://www.cesid.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Izbori-kakve-jo%C5%A1-ne-poznajemo.pdf
https://www.tvojstav.com/results/sj25h3yFHTBeaT05mTkV
https://www.tvojstav.com/results/sj25h3yFHTBeaT05mTkV
https://www.womenngo.org.rs/vesti/1588-saopstenje-za-javnost-zaustavimo-pandemiju-nasilja-u-porodici
https://www.womenngo.org.rs/vesti/1588-saopstenje-za-javnost-zaustavimo-pandemiju-nasilja-u-porodici
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a594297/Porast-nasilja-u-vanrednom-stanju-kaznjena-jer-je-izasla-da-prijavi-nasilnika.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a594297/Porast-nasilja-u-vanrednom-stanju-kaznjena-jer-je-izasla-da-prijavi-nasilnika.html
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HUMANITARIAN AID 

-The Citizens' Association Circle of Support from Prokuplje works to provide psychosocial assistance 

to children, youth and adults from vulnerable groups, with an emphasis on children with disabilities from 

families of low socio-economic status, whose position is now even more endangered. They are currently 

working on the collection and distribution of basic livelihoods in accordance with the needs of users (food, 

clothing, hygiene products, cash so that they can pay the running costs of the household, etc.). They are 

also doing networking with similar civil society organizations as well as strengthening cooperation with 

the Center for Social Work. 

- So far, the Center for Development of the Roma Community Amaro Drom from Smederevska 

Palanka has worked in the field, sharing information by phone and social networks, as well as in the 

distribution of groceries, providing services such as going to stores, going to pharmacies for medicines. 

Volunteers now have the equipment in full, while the citizens in Roma settlements need food and 

groceries and disinfectants the most. 100 packages of personal hygiene were distributed by the Red Cross 

and UNICEF, and 220 families remained who did not receive any packages. They expect that the Ministry 

of Labor and Social Policy will deliver a certain number of packages to them. They also need 

psychological help for elderly people who are scared and worried, as well as further help for children 

when learning, that is, support for homework. 

- The Center for the Advancement of Society, when it comes to remediation of the consequences caused 

by the epidemic, plans to work to provide support to the poorest (they have provided food for 20 

vulnerable families in the past 5 months). Also, they are providing learning assistance to families who do 

not have the capacity to watch the material with children, because some of them do not even have a TV 

and then psychological support for retirees by young blind people. 

- The Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation, through the project "Assistance to the Most Vulnerable 

Citizens in the Fight against Covid-19", provided 10,000 family packages with basic groceries and 

hygiene items, which will be distributed to single-parent families, kitchen users, large families, residents 

of unhygienic settlements, Roma, families caring for children or adults with disabilities, and individuals 

living and working on the streets. Activities in the forthcoming period will focus on: humanitarian aid 

(primarily hygiene and food), urgent grants to support smaller local initiatives and advocacy activities 

(such as the initiative to urgently abolish VAT on food and hygiene donations). 

 

 

 

https://www.divac.com/Podrska-u-vanrednim-situacijama-i-humanitarna/2756/Pomoc-najugrozenijim-sugradjanima-u-borbi-sa.shtml
https://www.divac.com/Podrska-u-vanrednim-situacijama-i-humanitarna/2756/Pomoc-najugrozenijim-sugradjanima-u-borbi-sa.shtml
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

-The Catalyst Balkans Foundation called on all civil society organizations and independent media to 

complete a survey on technological needs, barriers and practices. The results will be presented to donors 

in order to understand how they can help organizations to overcome the biggest technological challenges 

in times of crisis. 

- The Belgrade Fund for Political Excellence (BFPE) held two online events.  The first was an online 

session of the annual seminar “COVID 19: reactions and consequences”. The session discussed the 

COVID-19 pandemic, reactions to the crisis (both the government and health systems in some countries), 

measures taken after the introduction of the state of emergency, as well as what awaits us in the coming 

period. An online session “Discussion on the position of Roma in Serbia and Kosovo” was the second one. 

The topics of the event were related to the life of the community in the pandemic: what is the situation, are 

there any infected people, what are the problems, how much are they being solved, how does all this affect 

the socio-economic and social position of the Roma; position of women and children and whether there is 

progress; Young Roma and their perspective: schooling today and in general, how much and how the 

work of governments and the implementation of strategies is not monitored; etc. 

https://rc.gradjanske.org/anketa-o-tehnoloskim-potrebama-organizacija/
https://bfpe.org/kalendar-bfpe-dogadaja/onlajn-sesija-godisnjeg-seminara-covid-19-reagovanja-i-posledice/
https://bfpe.org/kalendar-bfpe-dogadaja/razgovor-o-polozaju-roma-u-srbiji-i-na-kosovu/

