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Freedom of association, assembly and expression 

 

• During the continuation of protests, doing journalistic work became additionally risky, as 

evidenced by the large number of attacks on journalists, both by the police and by demonstrators. 

According to the Association of Journalists of Serbia, 28 journalists were the target of attacks at 

protests in Belgrade, Nis and Novi Sad. Out of that, 14 of them suffered bodily injuries, and in six 

cases, urgent medical intervention was necessary. According to the announcement of the 

Independent Association of Journalists of Serbia, the reporter of the Beta news agency, Zikica 

Stevanovic, who was detained in the ambulance, was the most seriously injured. An 

inconvenience was also experienced by the journalist of the weekly NIN, Vuk Cvijic, whose mobile 

phone was confiscated by unknown men and the recordings he had previously made were 

deleted. This happened during the verification of the information he received from the citizens 

that suspicious persons were gathering in the basement in the Bezistan passage, and when he 

arrived at that place, Cvijic also found members of the gendarmerie there. The victims of the 

attack were also the reporter of Al Jazeera television, Natalija Lucic, and the cameraman Tarek 

Ani, and on that occasion, their recording equipment was broken. Recognizing the difficulties that 

journalists face every day at the protests, the Slavko Ćuruvija Foundation offered free legal aid to 

all journalists who report on the protest, and who need that help for any reason. On the occasion 

of the attack on media representatives, the EU Ambassador to Serbia, Sam Fabrizi, also spoke out, 

emphasizing that violence against journalists is unacceptable and that it is necessary to enable 

them to perform their work without hindrance and unhindered access to information. 

 

 

 

http://www.uns.org.rs/desk/UNS-news/101500/uns-za-pet-dana-napadnuto-i-ometano-u-radu-28-novinara-i-medijskih-radnika.html
http://www.nuns.rs/info/statements/49166/nuns-novinari-na-udaru-policije-i-demonstranata.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a618816/Novinaru-Vuku-Cvijicu-oduzet-telefon-i-izbrisani-snimci.html
https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/napadnuta-novinarska-ekipa-al-jazeere/
https://www.slavkocuruvijafondacija.rs/poziv-pravna-pomoc-za-novinarke-i-novinare-koji-izvestavaju-sa-protesta-u-gradovima-srbije/
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a618714/Fabrici-Neprihvatljivo-nasilje-nad-novinarima.html


• The Court of Appeals in Belgrade reversed the verdict by which the Minister of Internal Affairs, 

Nebojsa Stefanovic, won the dispute against the weekly NIN due to the publication of the front 

page with the title "The main phantom from Savamala" next to his picture. Based on the verdict 

of the Court of Appeals, Stefanovic's lawsuit was rejected, and he is obliged to pay the costs of 

the procedure to the defendant. The court took the position that the mentioned title represents a 

critical opinion of journalists and is not subject to punishment. 

• TV Pink broadcasted a video of the police interrogation of a 14-year-old minor who took part in 

the protests last week and who was arrested for the alleged attack on the National Assembly 

building, in the show Hit Tweet, in which President Aleksandar Vucic was a guest. The Association 

of Journalists of Serbia protested against the publication of data on a minor child and asked the 

Regulatory Body for Electronic Media (REM) to react urgently due to violations of the Law on 

Public Information and Media, the Rulebook on Protection of Minors' Rights and the Code of 

Journalists. REM Council member, Visnja Arandjelovic, expressed confidence that the institution 

would react to this case because it is indisputable that despite blurring the eyes of minors, by 

publishing his name, place of residence, the possibility of recognition based on voice and physical 

constitution, the child became absolutely recognizable to a larger number of people, which 

indicates grossly violations of the regulations governing the protection of minors in public. 

• Apart from visible and great tensions on the streets of cities in Serbia, as well as cases of violence 

by demonstrators and a large number of cases of excessive use of force by members of the police, 

last week was marked by numerous examples of fake news about protests. The „Raskrikavanje” 

portal classified all that news into three groups. The first group consists of news concerning the 

alleged organizers and financiers of the protest. Numerous tabloids elaborated in their texts the 

thesis put forward by President Aleksandar Vucic at the press conference, who mentioned the 

participation of a "foreign factor" in organizing the conflict. Following that statement, the daily 

„Alo” wrote about "Russian agents", and the tabloids Kurir and Informer blamed the arrested 

citizens of Israel and a fan of the Hajduk football club from Split. In addition to them, citizens of 

Great Britain, Tunisia and Montenegro were also accused of riots. Former MP Srdjan Nogo, 

opposition leader Dragan Djilas, and even Bishop Grigorije were also accused of organizing the 

protest. The second group of false news consists of cases of false reporting from protests. A 

glaring example of such actions is the news program of B92 television, which announced that 

"peaceful protest turned into violent demonstrations and clashes with the police", even though 

members of the police were not present that evening, and most demonstrators supported the 

peaceful action. The third group of fake news concerns accusations of demonstrators exclusively 

for images of violence and denial of the use of excessive force by the police, although social 

networks are flooded with footage showing members of the gendarmerie beating citizens who sit 

peacefully on benches and in no way threatening them as well as other cases of unnecessary and 

unjustified violence by members of the police. 

• Uros Isailovic from Zrenjanin claims that three members of the police in civilian clothes broke into 

his house after he commented on the protests that took place in several cities in Serbia the 

previous evening on his YouTube channel. According to him, on that occasion, members of the 

police were violent towards him and slapped him several times. It remains unknown on what 

basis the members of the police entered his apartment, as well as whether they identified 

themselves on that occasion and on what legal basis they interrogated Uros Isailovic. 
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• During the previous three days, protests continued in several cities in Serbia, but it is noticeable 

that there was a drop in the number of participants as well as the intensity of the protests. 

Although the incidents between the demonstrators and the police were only sporadic, there 

were cases of evident abuse of power and unjustified use of violence. Reporters from the KRIK 

portal noticed the moment when members of the gendarmerie, in cooperation with a group of 

men suspected of being plainclothes police, arrested and beat a group of demonstrators who 

were on the steps of the National Assembly at the time. The presence of civilians and the use of 

force on their part remained one of the most interesting issues in connection with these 

protests, bearing in mind that part of the public expressed doubts that they were indeed 

members of the Ministry of the Interior. There are numerous recordings of their actions on the 

Internet, often with the use of unnecessary force. Instead of a plateau in front of the National 

Assembly, protesters increasingly gathered in front of the Central Prison building, demanding 

the release of unjustifiably arrested and convicted protesters. Among them were Dr. Vladimir 

Mentus, a member of the Institute of Social Sciences, and Igor Sljukic, a member of the Initiative 

„For Roof over Head”, who were arrested and later sentenced to 30 days in prison for allegedly 

insulting police officers. Journalists of the daily Danas who had an insight into the recording of 

their arrest claim that the accusation of alleged insulting officials has no basis, having in mind 

that at the time of the arrest, Dr. Vladimir Mentus was talking on the phone and was not in the 

group involved in the incident. After initiating a petition for the release of Dr. Mentus, the 

Misdemeanor Court overturned the verdicts by which he and Sljupic were found guilty. 

 

• Due to the excessive, unjustified and illegal use of force, as well as the absence of reactions from 

the competent institutions, a group of non-governmental organizations sent an urgent appeal to 

the United Nations Special Rapporteur against Torture to react to these events. The letter states 

that several dozen people have been subjected to inhuman and degrading treatment, while in 

some cases police treatment may be tortured. The letter also contains 13 documented cases of 

police action. In addition, there are cases of violence perpetrated by unidentified persons for 

whom there are strong indications that "they belong to informal criminal groups closely linked to 

the Ministry of the Interior." Co-rapporteurs of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe (CoE) for monitoring Serbia, Ian Lidel-Granger and Pierrot Fassino, expressed great 

concern today about the cases of violence during last week's demonstrations, urging the 

authorities to conduct an urgent investigation, calling on everyone to refrain. They pointed out 

that "the ruling party, which today has a large majority in parliament, has a special responsibility 

to find peaceful and inclusive ways to overcome these challenges, as well as an obligation to 

establish adequate and coherent health policies and implement adequate measures during the 

corona virus pandemic. 
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