
 

 

Three freedoms under a magnifying glass 
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Freedom of association, assembly and expression 

• Amir Numanovic, the director of the Sandzak TV network from Tutin, was attacked by a man who 

was dissatisfied with the report that the television broadcast during June this year. Numanovic 

received numerous insults and threats, and at one point the attacker got out of the car and tried 

to physically confront him. The reason for the attack was an article about collecting money from 

the locals for the construction of a road in the village of Dobri dub in Tutin, as well as possible 

embezzlement, bearing in mind that the money never ended up in the local government's coffers. 

This is just one in a series of attacks on local media in Sandzak facing near-impossible working 

conditions. As in previous cases, this time the police were duly informed about the attack and the 

identity of the attacker, but guided by the experience from previous cases, there is not much 

room for optimism that the attacker will actually be prosecuted and punished. 

 

• The “Info Vranjske” portal is again the target of an attack, and this time the victim of the insults 

was the journalist Slavomir Kostic. The football club Mineralac, which is under the control of the 

official of the ruling Serbian Progressive Party, Slavisa Bulatovic, issued a statement in which 

Kostic called himself an "idiot on duty" and a "rat" and called the “Info Vranjske” portal an "anti-

Serbian and anti-state media". The absence of not only the reaction of the competent authorities 

in previous cases, but also of the general public, has led to insults becoming a common way of 

public communication, and mundane and obscene speech is rapidly gaining in popularity. The 

Independent Association of Journalists of Serbia reacted to these attacks, assessing that the 

security, freedom of work and expression of journalists of the “Info Vranjske” portal are seriously 

endangered. They sent an appeal to the authorities, from whom they expect an urgent reaction, 

and the Permanent Working Group for the safety of journalists, as well as the international 

associations of journalists and media, will be informed about everything. 

 

 

 

https://www.danas.rs/drustvo/napadnut-direktor-sandzacke-tv-mreze-iz-tutina/
https://www.infovranjske.rs/info/tim-za-razvoj-dr%C5%BEava-da-za%C5%A1titi-info-vranjske?fbclid=IwAR3ocnM9POBIID-YQjgBk-aotnxWMMDf8PIEOWTbbzkjppCbitZO81n0Gos#.X2iHftLUrVU.facebook
http://www.nuns.rs/info/statements/50103/nuns-novi-napadi-na-novinare-portala-info-vranske.html
http://www.nuns.rs/info/statements/50103/nuns-novi-napadi-na-novinare-portala-info-vranske.html


 

 

• The phantom portal “Prismotra“ continues with the investigative discrediting of associations and 

individuals, accusing them of financial embezzlement, work in the interest of foreign services and 

states, and acting against the state of Serbia. This week, the target was the Independent 

Association of Journalists of Vojvodina (NDNV) and the Humanitarian Law Center, more precisely 

activist Natasa Kandic. In the text that deals with NDNV donations, and in which new texts are 

announced in the coming period, this association is accused of separatism and presents itself as 

an association that gathers separatist journalists. The alleged list of donations especially highlights 

those that allegedly arrive from the United States, primarily from the Rockefeller Foundation, but 

special attention is paid to donations from Croatia in the amount of 9073 euros. In addition to 

NDNV, this phantom portal also dealt with the finances of the Humanitarian Law Center, as well 

as insults against activist Natasa Kandic, whom they call "agent provocateur". The text, which 

abounds in an exhaustive list of alleged donations, points out that only ten employees work in this 

association, who arbitrarily dispose of several million euros. At the end of the text, it is 

announced that in the following period, he will introduce the public to all members of this 

association and their responsibilities. Bearing in mind that this practice has been going on for 

months, it is clear that this is not an individual persecution, but a systematic attempt to discredit 

all those who are not considered suitable collaborators of the current regime. These are 

perfidious methods of pressuring journalists, civil society organizations and activists to make 

them public and making unfounded and unverified claims, all of which are further complicated by 

the fact that the texts were written anonymously and that no one has yet been held accountable 

for their publicity and harm. the reputation of the victims of those texts. 

 

• The Council of the Regulatory Body for Electronic Media (REM) has made a decision on drafting a 

Rulebook which will limit the broadcasting of reality programs for the period from 11 pm to 6 am. 

In addition, a procedure was initiated against Pink TV due to a broadcast report in which one of 

the participants in the reality show threatened to kill another person. REM Council member 

Slobodan Cvejic explained that the Rulebook will be binding, as well as that after the adoption of 

the draft by the REM Council, it will go through the procedure of giving opinions by the Ministry 

of Culture and Information, as well as the public debate process. The Independent Association of 

Journalists of Serbia welcomed such decisions of REM, at the same time emphasizing that it has 

been delayed for several years, but also that it will carefully monitor the actions of REM and 

competent institutions in the case of proceedings against Pink TV. This announcement is one of 

the few examples of optimistic expectations and its implementation in practice could significantly 

improve the media image, but also the overall atmosphere in society and improve the level of 

public communication, bearing in mind that such programs undoubtedly affect the creation of 

public opinions and patterns of behavior of a large number of citizens. 

 

• At the competition for co-financing media projects of the city of Nis, all five million dinars of 

planned assistance to the media went to Copernicus Television for the project "Imperial City - 

Roads of Cultural Treasure". In addition to the fact that it is extremely unusual for the entire 

amount to be awarded to only one of the registered candidates, the suspicion is further 

strengthened by the fact that it is a television owned by the commissioner of the ruling Serbian 

Progressive Party in Nis, Zvezdan Milovanovic. As a reminder, 84 million dinars were distributed in 

https://prismotra.net/2020/09/11/ko-placa-separatiste-iz-organizacije-nezavisno-drustvo-novinara-vojvodine/
https://prismotra.net/2020/09/11/ko-placa-separatiste-iz-organizacije-nezavisno-drustvo-novinara-vojvodine/
https://prismotra.net/2020/09/20/koliko-je-bogata-natasa-kandic-da-li-joj-ovaj-novac-treba-oduzeti/
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a652145/Rijaliti-zabrana-emitovanja-do-23-sata-Savet-REM-a-TV-Pink.html
http://www.nuns.rs/info/statements/50104/nuns-podrzava-donosenja-novog-pravilnika-rem-a-o-rijaliti-programima.html
http://www.nuns.rs/info/statements/50104/nuns-podrzava-donosenja-novog-pravilnika-rem-a-o-rijaliti-programima.html
http://www.nuns.rs/info/news/50090/televizija-poverenika-sns-dobila-svih-pet-miliona-dinara.html


May this year, and two thirds of that money went to media houses that are directly or indirectly 

connected with the ruling party and their officials. Dragan Djordjevic, from the Committee for 

Human Rights in Nis, assessed that the results of the competition clearly indicate that it is neither 

sufficiently transparent nor inclusive. This case represents a paradigm of the attitude of the 

competent authorities towards the media in Serbia, where nepotism and unfair competition 

threaten financial stability, as well as the very survival of independent and professional media. 

 

• The journalist team of N1 television was attacked by the security of the company "Aseko" during 

the recording of the report on the loan of that company. On that occasion, the security worker 

tried to prevent the cameraman from doing his job and threatened him "that he would shoot him 

like a rabbit if he would show up in front of his house to film", emphasizing that it they are 

American television. The article was filmed as part of the news regarding the claim of the 

opposition politician Marinika Tepic that exactly that company, in which the brother of the Prime 

Minister Ana Brnabic works, received 180 million dinars for the project of the IT office. This case, 

in addition to being another example of an arrogant and violent attitude towards the media, is 

also a proof of how harmful and dangerous the continuous campaign that has been conducted 

against N1 television for years is. The fact that the security worker insisted that it was American 

television speaks volumes about that, which causes him special anger, and about which the 

highest officials of the government and the ruling party, such as President Aleksandar Vucic, 

Minister of the Interior Nebojsa Stefanovic, have spoken for years and many others. 

 

http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a653039/Obezbedjenje-Aseka-napalo-ekipu-N1.html

