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Freedom of association, assembly and expression 

 Fifteen men, including several minors, forcibly interrupted the exhibition of caricatures in 

Zemun, municipality in Belgrade. On that occasion, they tore up the exhibited caricatures 

and threw tear gas into the room where they were exhibited. The reason for this violent 

action is allegedly the "outrage" of the public with the content of caricatures which allegedly 

"promote" violence against children. This case was preceded by verbal attacks and threats to 

authors sent through social networks, which is the best example of how unrestrained verbal 

aggression can easily turn into physical. It is problematic that instead of a clear and 

unequivocal condemnation of violence, there was a public debate about whether such an 

attack is legitimate, that is, that the exhibition itself is equally scandalous. The biggest 

problem is that in such a discussion, by presenting a political position, only the Ministry of 

Culture and Information joined, which dedicated most of their statement to the content of 

the exhibition, which made the institutional banalization of violence. This performance of 

the Ministry has been publicly condemned by numerous journalistic and media associations. 

 After the statement of the journalist Filip Švarm that the Ministry of Culture and Information 

legalized the practice of intimidation with a controversial statement regarding the 

interruption of the exhibition in Zemun, inappropriate and inadmissible reactions from the 

Ministry and Minister Vladan Vukosavljević followed. In the first statement of the Ministry, 

Švarm is described as "the bottom of the faltering and division of the media scene in Serbia". 

In another statement signed personally by Minister Vukosavljević, the target of the attack is, 

in addition to Filip Švarm, also journalist Teofil Pančić. The amount and choice of personal 

insults, along with allusions to the place of birth and the name of Filip Švarm, do not even 

suit the tabloids, let alone the institution of the Minister of Culture. According to the 

announcements that are current in the media in Serbia, it is likely that in the new 

convocation of the Government, there will be a personal change at the head of this ministry. 

It will be of key importance that the new holder of that function is determined according to 

the already established practice of the Ministry, but also of the Minister himself, because 

the future attitude of this institution towards the media and journalists will largely depend 

on that. 

 

http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a660658/Osuda-upada-huligana-na-izlozbu-stripova-u-Zemunu.html
https://www.danas.rs/drustvo/ministarstvo-kulture-napad-nije-smeo-da-se-desi-ali-ni-izlozba/
http://nuns.rs/info/statements/50506/novinarska-i-medijska-udruzenja-protest-zbog-saopstenja-mki.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a661961/Svarm-Ministarstvo-kulture-saopstenjem-legalizovalo-praksu-zastrasivanja.html
https://www.kultura.gov.rs/vest/sr/5347/saopstenje-za-javnost-ministarstva-kulture-i-informisanja-povodom-sramne-izjave-filipa-svarma-na-n1.php
https://www.kultura.gov.rs/vest/5377/otvoreno-pismo-vladana-vukosavljevica-nin-u-i-vremenu-povodom-ponovljenih-sramnih-optuzbi.php


 The Ombudsman, Zoran Pasalic, said that one of the biggest challenges in the work of 

journalists, which affects their objectivity, is the financial pressure to which they are 

exposed, and that he will continue to insist on the formation of a single database on attacks 

on journalists. In his statement before the meeting of the Working Group for the 

development of the media platform, he especially emphasized the economic dependence of 

journalists, which opens space for the emergence of self-censorship in their work. He also 

pointed out that the competent authorities will look for a way to annul those pressures. 

However, the Ombudsman failed to state in his statement the key reasons for censorship 

and self-censorship in the work of journalists which are political pressures that are the main 

cause of unprofessional media reporting and persecution of journalists who do not work to 

promote the current regime. 

 

 The festival "Mirdita, dobar dan" provoked conflicting reactions from the public this year as 

well, as well as the mobilization of ultra-right groups. The opening of the festival was 

preceded by propaganda media preparations for protests and incidents directed and 

conducted by nationalist-oriented organizations. The Serbian Radical Party has traditionally 

been among the first to issue a statement emphasizing that "no state would allow the 

Mirdita festival", stating that this is anti-state propaganda and the promotion of the false 

state of Kosovo. Under the slogan "inadmissibility of promoting separatism", the nationalist 

organization “Zavetnici” announced a protest in front of the Center for Cultural 

Decontamination (CZKD) where the festival was held, and that on that occasion it will collect 

signatures for the abolition of the "pro-Western non-governmental sector". The very 

opening of the festival was marked by incidents in which, in addition to the members of 

Zavetnik, the leader and followers of Miša Vacić and the “Serbian right” organization 

participated, as well as the inevitable participant in all counter rallies, Simo Spasić. Several 

hundred right-wingers gathered in front of the CZKD, carrying Serbian flags, icons and 

paintings, but also shouting slogans of insult and threatening content. For reasons of 

personal safety, the participants of the festival were conducted with the support of the 

police cordon that separated them from the protesters. The most serious incident happened 

at the moment when one of the visitors of the festival, who was in the yard of the Center for 

Cultural Decontamination, took the microphone from the girl who opened the festival to 

inform the gathered that he was expelled from Kosovo. The quick reaction of those gathered 

avoided more serious consequences. After several hours of protests and attempts to stop 

the festival, among other things by throwing a lighted torch into the space near the festival, 

the gathered dispersed, and the police arrested one person. Such incidents have become a 

tradition when it comes to holding the "Mirdita" festival, but the trend of increasing violence 

and lack of tolerance for diversity is worrying, even when it is expressed in the form of a 

theater play, exhibition or art festival. It is also clear that there is no political will to deal with 

this problem, but through the dominant narrative that is nurtured in the public, justifications 

and ways to legitimize ethnically motivated violence are always found. Although the police 

managed to protect the physical integrity of the festival participants, the question of 

responsibility for allowing a public gathering of extremists remains. The public did not 

receive answers to the questions whether the gathering was reported, as well as how such a 

gathering could have received approval, considering the current epidemiological picture. On 

the other hand, the problem is not only in the formal part of the procedure of registering the 

gathering, but also in its content, which was a legitimate basis for banning or interrupting 

such a gathering. 

 

http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a663162/Zoran-Pasalic-Ekonomski-pritisci-na-novinare-uticu-na-objektivnost.html
https://beta.rs/vesti/politika-vesti-srbija/135457-srs-nijedna-drzava-ne-bi-dozvolila-odrzavanje-festivala-mirdita--dobar-dan
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a663646/Kordoni-oko-CZKD-ucesnici-festivala-Mirdita-stigli-pod-pratnjom-policije.html
https://www.danas.rs/politika/festival-mirdita-dobar-dan-je-za-pojedince-prilika-za-nasilje/
https://www.danas.rs/drustvo/grupa-protivnika-festivala-mirdita-dobar-dan-okupila-se-u-bircaninovoj-ulici-video/


 

 The judge of the Commercial Court in Belgrade, Žanka Rakić, banned the presence of 

journalists from the Nova.rs editorial office at the trial on the lawsuit of the company 

"Transport peroni doo" against the companies "Millennium Team" and "Belgrade on Water", 

as well as the City of Belgrade and the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of the Interior, 

due to the illegal demolition of buildings in Savamala on election night between April 24 and 

25, 2016. The explanation of the decision states that the editorial office did not have a 

permit from the president of the court, which is not regulated by any legal act. In this way, 

the principle of publicity of the work of judicial bodies is endangered, bearing in mind that 

the conditions for exclusion of the public from this procedure have not been met or 

explained, as well as the right of journalists not to work unhindered and above all the 

public's right to timely information. For that reason, the representative of the damaged 

company requested the disqualification of the judge, which will be decided in the following 

period. For years, there has been an obvious intention to obstruct the investigation and find 

out who is responsible for the demolition in Savamala and on whose order the police did not 

react. 

 Portal Info Vranjske and journalist Slavomir Kostić are again the target of an attack by the 

Municipal Board of the ruling Serbian Progressive Party in Vranje. In the fourth statement 

for the same purpose, Kostić was labeled as "poor", "rubbish and scum" and "human 

sediment". Banal announcements and inappropriate vocabulary used in them are not new in 

the case of the Municipal Board of SNS Vranje, but also in other cases of public address by 

the ruling party and their officials. Such statements are an expected consequence of the lack 

of reaction of the competent authorities in previous cases of attacks and threats, but also of 

the established pattern of behavior by the highest state officials, which was joined even by 

the Ministry of Culture and Information headed by Minister Vukosavljevic. Having in mind 

that such an environment has been created and that such a way of addressing is encouraged 

in public, instead of being sanctioned and restrained, it is to be expected that this will be just 

one in a series of statements of this content and that attacks will continue and intensify. 

 After losing the dispute against the portal Info Vranjske, the director of RTV Vranje, Zoran 

Veličković, insulted the court and judges, saying that "judges are biased, corrupt, foreign 

mercenaries, that they apply laws selectively on the orders of foreign mentors, double 

standards, to pass shameful verdicts legalizing hate speech, to be 'slimes' that do not protect 

honorable citizens. The Association of Judges of Serbia reacted to this statement by 

condemning behavior of the director of RTV Vranje and calling on the High Judicial Council 

to react. Such appearances further degrade the already damaged reputation of the judiciary. 

Unfortunately, one of the rare cases when the judiciary did its job and protected the portal 

Info Vranjske, was accompanied by a series of insults against judges, which creates and 

increases pressure on the judiciary to stay away. 

http://nuns.rs/info/news/50532/novinarki-portala-novars-nije-dozvoljeno-da-prisustvuje-sudjenju-za-savamalu.html
http://nuns.rs/info/statements/50447/nuns-vredjanje-novinara-portala-info-vranjske-ugrozava-njihovu-bezbednost.html
https://www.juznevesti.com/Drushtvo/Direktor-RTV-Vranje-izgubio-spor-protiv-InfoVranjskih-pa-vredjao-sudije-reagovalo-Drustvo-sudija.sr.html

