
Civic activist Zoran Čičak was brought in for
questioning by police because of a joking
tweet which described the current situation
regarding the holding of elections for local
communities in Novi Sad. On that occasion,
Cicak alluded to the nickname of a prominent
activist of the Serbian Progressive Party, who
was photographed with Andrej Vučić, the
brother of the President of the Republic. This
move is not the result of a mistake in the
understanding of the mentioned tweet by the
authorities, but a continuation of the practice
of intimidating political dissidents, bearing in
mind that this is one in a series of arrests of
citizens immediately following their giving
public statements criticizing the government.
In this way, the right to free expression is
grossly violated, and the goal of such acts is
not only to punish citizens for their views,
but also to intimidate them in order to
achieve self-censorship and restrain critical
voices in society.
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Freedom of
expression -
Civic activist detained for
satirical tweet

THREE  FREEDOMS  UNDER  THE
MAGNIFYING  GLASS

Cases of violations of basic human rights in Serbia June 4 - June 17, 2021

https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/priveden-zoran-cicak-zbog-tvitova-o-vucicu/
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The local community elections in Novi Sad
caused unusually great public attention, but
also increased activities of the ruling party,
which is why incidents and cases of violations
of the election process were ubiquitous. The
most obvious case was an attack on one of the
independent candidates who was attacked by
two men while sitting on a bench near the
Liman 4 polling station. The behavior of ruling
party activists who did not refrain from open
violence shows that the space for free
expression of political will and citizens'
electoral rights is so endangered that even
local community elections which have so far
been of secondary importance given the
marginal legal and statutory powers of these
bodies, are no longer free from the repression
that has become a common companion of
every election process in the last 10 years.

Transport company owner
insults female journalist over
her reporting
The Independent Association of Journalists of
Serbia (NUNS/IJAS) condemned the insults
directed at a journalist of the independent
newspaper Danas, Mirjana Stevanović, by Žarko
Kosović, the owner of the transport company
"Bora Kečić". 
The motive for this attack was the mention of
Kosović's company in an article the journalist
wrote for this paper, which dealt with the issue
of illegal transport operations and non-
compliance with antitrust/competition
regulations. Feeling threatened by the article’s
publication, Kosović repeatedly insulted
Stevanović through phone calls and text
messages, warning her that he would discuss the
incident with her employer.
This is an obvious attempt to illegally influence
the work of journalists and suppress citizens’
freedom to report on all relevant issues.

Citizens' right to express
their political will violated
in Novi Sad

https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/incidenti-i-organizovano-glasanje-na-izborima-za-mesne-zajednice-u-novom-sadu/
https://nuns.rs/nuns-osuda-uvreda-upucenih-novinarki-mirjani-stevanovic/


MONITORING

After the publication of the Draft Law on
Amendments to the Law on Free Access to
Information of Public Importance and the
opening of a public debate, a group of civil
society organizations gathered around the
Coalition for Free Access to Information drafted
a document with proposals for improving the
draft law. The Coalition expressed concern over
the solutions contained in the proposed Draft,
emphasizing that its adoption and
implementation in practice would significantly
jeopardize and limit the level of achieved rights
in the area of access to information, and that the
proposed solution will not contribute to solving
problems identified during the implementation of
the current law. The most problematic solutions
are the provisions concerning the restriction of
the law’s application to political parties and
religious communities, as well as the provisions
that enable the denial of the right to access
information to the applicant if this would
jeopardize the legal or natural persons”. The
Coalition also proposes solutions regarding the
identified problems in the area of the   execution
of the Commissioner's decisions and the lack of
an effective system of supervision over the
implementation of the Law. The long-standing
practice of state bodies not acting on the
Commissioner's decisions has already made the
institute of free access to information of public
importance rather meaningless, and the
adoption of such legal solutions would set back
the legal framework and adapt it to the previous
negligent actions of state bodies. Such an
outcome would not only run counter to the very
purpose of the law, but would significantly
contribute to further deterioration in the area
of   media freedom and access to information for
citizens.

Four years after the death of Milorad Nikolić,
who died in a prison hospital in Serbia, the
public and the family of the deceased have yet to
receive an answer to the question of who was
responsible for his death and why he was
detained at all. We remind you that Nikolić was
arrested because of text messages he sent to his
neighbor, the content of which was
characterized by members of the security
structures of the Republic of Serbia as
endangering the security of President
Aleksandar Vučić. Even after four years, it has
not been explained to the public on what legal
basis Nikolić was arrested, or what his illegal
behavior consisted of, which raises the suspicion
that the act of his detention represented
political revenge. The passage of time without
providing an adequate explanation confirms the
thesis that the key problem in this case is the
lack of political will to really solve the case.
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Problematic changes to
Serbia's FOI Law

Still no answers
regarding the death of a
man detained for
endangering the
President's safety

https://www.gradjanske.org/poziv-za-podrsku-predlozima-za-unapredjenje-nacrta-zakona-o-slobodnom-pristupu-informacijama-od-javnog-znacaja/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/hipoteticki-ugrozio-vucica-pa-umro-u-zatvoru-porodica-jos-ceka-na-odgovore/

