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THREE  FREEDOMS  UNDER  THE

MAGNIFYING  GLASS

Freedom of expression
-

The director of the Tourist Organization of the
Municipality of Indjija (TO Indjija), Milan Bogojevic,
verbally attacked the local In Medija at the session of
the local assembly on December 30, 2021. According to
the Independent Journalists' Association of Vojvodina
(NDNV), journalists of the mentioned media are
targeted for criticizing local officials due to the
decision of the local assembly that enables the
establishment of an Internet television within TO
Indjija, contrary to the Government's decision to
withdraw from media ownership. Local officials
rejected these allegations, saying that the disputed
change in the activities of TO Indjija, which enables
broadcasting and production of television content, was
adopted in order to include the existing production of
promotional material in the legal framework, ie that the
change serves to enable TO Indjija to forward
promotional materials to existing televisions. On the
other hand, journalists' associations state that the TO
Indjija plan for 2022 envisages the establishment of an
Internet television, and that the legal addition of the
disputed activity provided space for the
implementation of this plan, which is contrary to the
Government's strategic commitment to withdraw from
media ownership. On these claims, the director of TO
Indjija Milan Bogojevic stated that In Medija is leading a
negative campaign against TO Indjija and that he
perceives this attack as an attack on the Serbian
Progressive Party and the mayor, noting the possibility
of a lawsuit against In Medija. NDNV states that these
attacks are unacceptable and that journalists report on
events in accordance with ethical and professional
norms. In their statement, NDNV called for the
condemnation of the actions of the director of TO
Indjija, Milan Bogojevic, by the leaders of the
municipality.

Physical Attacks on
Activist Aida Corovic
Activist Aida Corovic was attacked on January 3, 2021 in
the street where she lives in Belgrade, and only five
days earlier she was also attacked while giving a
statement to the Dutch television RTL News. According
to Corovic, a young man followed her from a nearby
kiosk, and then poured a bottle of Coca-Cola on her in
the street where she lives, recording all the time with his
phone. Five days earlier, while giving a statement, two
young men poured a bottle of juice on her, while she was
giving a statement near the mural dedicated to convicted
war criminal Ratko Mladic. Although she reported both
attacks to the police, Corovic states that "she doubts that
anything will happen". The Minister of the Interior,
Aleksandar Vulin, and the President of the Republic,
Aleksandar Vucic, are to blame for these attacks
according to her, and she also noted that they will be
responsible if "anything more serious happens" to her.
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New Video
Targets Media
and Investigative
Journalists
A documentary called "Target Family", which
targets many public figures, media and
investigative journalists, was broadcast on the
central news program of Pink Television on
January 9, 2022. Within the said film, they are linked
to criminal groups and foreign intelligence services,
all with the aim of planning to assassinate the
President of Serbia and members of his family, and
the video uses well-established phrases about
"foreign mercenaries" and "domestic traitors". On
this occasion, the Coalition for Media Freedom
called on the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the
Republic Public Prosecutor's Office to take
appropriate actions, because silence would only
encourage further continuation of such attacks and
show the complicity of institutions. The Committee
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said it was asking the
Serbian authorities to investigate the film, but also
called on the government to encourage the work of
journalists instead of discrediting them.

Nova.rs Journalist
Attacked While
Reporting From Protest
During an environmental protest and road
blockade near the city of Uzice, a journalist of
the Nova.rs portal was attacked by a person
whose car was in a column formed due to the
blockade. According to the attacked journalist,
the person got out of the car, then started
shouting and cursing, and then hit her hand,
knocking her phone out. During the protest, there
were no uniformed police officers, but
eyewitnesses claim that there were those in
civilian clothes. This case is indicating that
Serbian authorities did not take measures to
protect journalists during their work, despite
appeals from media associations that the police
take all measures to protect journalists while
reporting on the protests.

Source: Nenad Lazić/Nova.rs

New SLAPP
Lawsuits Against
Environmental
Activists
Environmental activists and associations, who have
been pointing out irregularities in the purchase of
land on Fruska Gora by the Galens company for
years, have been sued by the company's owners, who
are seeking imprisonment and a fine for causing
mental pain. The association Odbranimo sume Fruske
gore and the Fruskac Association state that they
received several SLAPP lawsuits in previous years
from the owners of this company, Sanja and Nebojsa
Petric, which serve to pressure and intimidate these
associations, but also to discourage other citizens
from pointing out irregularities within the Fruska
gora National Park. The company owners are now
seeking compensation in the amount of 2 million
dinars, but also a year in prison for Dragana Arsic
from Odbranimo sume Fruske gore, for "damaging the
business reputation and creditworthiness of Nebojsa
and Sanja Petric". Environmental associations state
that they will not give up the fight for the National
Park, regardless of which persons violate this natural
good and public interest.
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The proposal on the safety assessment of the journalist of the Zig Info portal Milan Jovanovic, after
his case was returned for a retrial, was adopted by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. At the meeting of
the Working Group for Security and Protection of Journalists, which submitted this proposal, it was
pointed out that the trial in this case should be brought to an end, but also the Group announced a
preparation of a proposal to the Government of Serbia on providing funds for journalists whose
property was damaged in criminal acts. The Court of Appeals in Belgrade returned the first-instance
verdict on December 24, 2021, for a new decision, which convicted three people for setting fire to
Jovanović's house in December 2018.

In the new special report of the European Court of Auditors, it was stated that the actions of the
European Union did not contribute to the improvement of the situation in the field of rule of law in
the Western Balkans region. Although technical and operational reforms have been adopted, little has
been done in the areas of judicial independence, concentration of power, political influence and
corruption. It is also stated that the key risks to the sustainability of EU action have not been
mitigated, that measures taken to address the lack of administrative capacity and political will are not
effective enough, that the EU has rarely used the opportunity to deny financial assistance if
beneficiaries do not respect basic EU principles and values, but also that assistance to civil society is
insufficient and limited to short-term projects.

European Union’s Actions Have Not
Contributed to the Improvement of the Rule of

Law in the Western Balkans

Police Assessing Safety of Journalist Milan
Jovanovic
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MONITORING

Source: N1

https://nuns.rs/policija-procenjuje-bezbednost-novinara-milana-jovanovica/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/NewsItem.aspx?nid=16103

