
   Public Removed from
the trial of an
environmental activist
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THREE  FREEDOMS  UNDER  THE

MAGNIFYING  GLASS

Freedom of expression
-

Journalists and citizens were removed from the trial
of Dragana Arsic, an environmental activist, on May
17, 2022, in a proceeding initiated by the lawsuit of the
co-owner of the “Galens” company Sanja Petric. The
public was removed after the plaintiff’s lawyer
announced that someone photographed his client at
court. The defendant’s lawyer stated that the judge had
the intention to limit the presence of the public despite
free space available at the courtroom, after which it
was suggested that the trial moved to a larger hall. This
suggestion was accepted by the plaintiff and her lawyer
and the trial was postponed until a larger courtroom
could be secured. The defendant’s lawyer stated that
he did not see anyone photographing the plaintiff and
he drew attention on the procedure of identification
that was conducted by the Judicial Guard while the
public was exiting the courtroom, saying that it was
against the law. Activist Dragana Arsic, the “Lets
Defend the Forests of Fruska Gora” movement and the
citizen’s association “Fruskac” are all faced with
numerous SLAPP lawsuits from co-owners of “Galens”
because of environmental activism, demanding a
compensation of 800.000 dinars for “inflicted mental
pain”.

Threats aimed at
journalist Brankica
Stankovic
Partizan Club fans chanted against the editor-in-chief
of Insajder TV Brankica Stankovic, on a basketball
game held on May 22, 2022 in Belgrade. The Insajder
portal stated that competent institutions did not react
on this case, despite the incident happening in front of a
full hall and it being live on TV. The chanting happened
after the Insajder series “Powerlessness of the State”
from 2009 was rebroadcast, because of which Stankovic
had received police protection after the series were
presented back that year. Insajder stated that “it was
shown that time had passed, but some things did not
change”, while the Independent Journalists’ Association
of Serbia condemned the intimidation and insulting of
Stankovic, especially since it was coming from “hooligans
who represent danger for the whole of society”.
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https://www.021.rs/story/Novi-Sad/Vesti/305859/Sudjenje-Dragani-Arsic-Novinari-izbaceni-jer-je-neko-fotografisao-suvlasnicu-Galensa.html
https://nuns.rs/nuns-zahtevamo-hitnu-reakciju-nadleznih-u-vezi-skandiranja-navijaca-partizana-protiv-brankice-stankovic/
https://www.facebook.com/pokretosfg/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/nuns-nadlezni-da-reaguju-jer-su-navijaci-partizana-vredjali-brankicu-stankovic/

