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THREE  FREEDOMS  UNDER  THE

MAGNIFYING  GLASS

Freedom of expression
-

Offices of the “Glas Podrinja” weekly from Šabac
were damaged during the night of 12 June 2022. This
weekly announced that their office windows were
broken by a concrete block and that they have
reported this case to the police. They also said that a
similar attack happened two years ago when a
window on their official vehicle was also broken, but
the attackers have never been found and processed.
The Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia
called on competent institutions to react and prevent
a possible repetition of the attack, especially
appealing for protection of journalists from smaller
local communities having in mind that they are more
prone to attacks because of their recognizability.

Journalists of the
Bulgarian National
Television Attacked in
Bosilegrad, Serbia
Journalists of the Bulgarian National Television
(BNT) and several environmental activists were
attacked on 14 June 2022 while trying to film a
documentary on environmental pollution in the
“Podvirovi” mine area in the Bosilegrad municipality
in South Serbia. According to media sources,
journalists and activists got close to the mine
entrance when 6-7 persons attacked them with
stones. Amongst the attackers was also the director
of “Bosil Metal” enterprise Miodrag Vukajlović, the
head of mine security and workers in the mine. BNT
stated that activists received mild bodily injuries and
that their camera was also damaged. BNT also
announced that they were regularly accredited by the
Ministry of Culture and Information of Serbia for
filming at this location and that they reported this
case to the police, which has not made
announcements so far on this case. 

Naim Leo Beširi again
faced with threats

Show host Zoran Kesić, known for satirical critique of
the government, had his show on Palić, Subotica
canceled on 13 June 2022. Kesić informed all who
bought tickers about this via his Facebook profile,
characterizing this case as “classical suffocation of the
freedom of speech”. In his post, he expressed suspicion
that the cancelation happened due to intervention
from a person from the Subotica City Government.
Kesić also stated that the cancelation was due to “stage
renovation”, which was going to be finished at midnight
on the day of his show, while the day after was
reserved for other programs which prevented him from
postponing his program, while there were no free dates
up until the end of June.

Show host’s performance
canceled

The Director of the Institute for European Affairs
Naim Leo Beširi was again faced with threats on
social networks coming from anonymous profiles.
Among other things, he was told that he would “end up
in a cold storage”. Beširi told the media that this was
not the first time that he received threats and that he
did not report this particular case to the police since
institutions did not react the last time he filed a report,
then for series of threatening pictures that were put
inside the building he lived in. Beširi also said that “we
live in a society where violence, as it is, was tolerated,
as well as that threats to him intensify when sensitive
subjects come up in the public, such as the war during
the nineties, the Belgrade-Priština dialogue or
sanctions towards Russia.

https://www.glaspodrinja.rs/aktuelno/30767/ponovni-napad-na-glas-podrinja
https://nuns.rs/sj-razbijen-prozor-na-prostorijama-lokalnog-lista-u-srbiji/
https://www.juznevesti.com/Drushtvo/Ekipa-bugarske-nacionalne-televizije-napadnuta-kamenicama-kod-Bosilegrada.sr.html
https://nuns.rs/kesic-za-nova-rs-o-skandalu-na-palicu-ovo-je-klasicno-gusenje-slobode-govora/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/besiri-dobio-pretnje-da-ce-zavrsiti-u-hladnjaci-nasilje-se-izuzetno-tolerise/


Journalist Vukašin
Obradović under
attacks by tabloids close
to the government
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Vukašin Obradović, journalist and editor in “Danas”,
is being targeted by tabloids close to the
government and officials of the ruling Serbian
Progressive Party for writing an article published in
this daily. The article explained that information on
affairs of close relatives of high public officials are
those of public importance and he explained that
using examples of media who reported on family
members of Margareth Thatcher, Donald Trump and
Joseph Biden. Obradović put the article in the context
of media reporting on affairs of the President of
Serbia Aleksandar Vučić’s son Danilo, because of
which authors and media have been under attacks by
officials and tabloids. In the case of Obradović, an
official of the ruling SNS Darko Glišić, accused
Obradović that he “attacked the children of President
Vučić” and that he “brought out the most heinous
lies”. Obradović saw these attacks as “an attempt of
intimidation of journalists who dare even to mention
Danilo Vučić”, while the Independent Journalists’
Association of Serbia condemned the targeting of
Vukašin Obradović and reminded Aleksandar Vučić
and other officials that they “must not reject talking
to critical media” and that “they were officials
employed by all citizens of Serbia, to whom they are
responsible”. NUNS also reminded that the Codex of
Journalists of Serbia proscribed that “the privacy of
public figures is limited and in the case of the
President’s son, who was, on many occasions seen
and photographed with persons from the “criminal
mile”, it is in public interest to know information
about his private life."

Fourteenth attack on the
Pride Info Center
The premises of the Pride Info Center in Belgrade
have been attacked again on 7 June 2022 when the
neo-nazi group “Belgrader Jugend” put stickers on
PIC office windows. “Belgrade Prajd” stated that this
has been the fourteenth attack on PIC since it’s
opening, as well as that none of the previous attackers
have been processed, beside one case when attackers
were detained, but at the end, they did not face any
sanctions. The Ministry of the Interior announced on 14
June 2022 that a consultation process has been
concluded with the competent prosecutor’s office and
that it determined that, in this case, there were “no
elements of crime”. The Citizen’s Protector
(Ombudsman) has also initiated a formal process of
evaluating the work of the police in this case. This
attack comes in the period of preparation for the
Europride 2022 that is being organized in Belgrade
from 12 to 18 September 2022.

Source: Belgrade Pride

Freedom of Assembly -

https://nuns.rs/nuns-sns-i-prorezimski-tabloidi-da-prestanu-sa-napadima-na-vukasina-obradovica/
https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/prajd-info-centar-mup-napad/31897987.html
https://twitter.com/belgradepride/status/1534184518684483584/photo/1
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RTV Kragujevac journalist Snežana Ćeriman
fired against the law

The Basic Court in Kragujevac ruled that journalist Snežana Ćeriman from RTV Kragujevac was
fired against the law and that she must be returned to the same or appropriate job position.
During the state of emergency during the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, Ćeriman was
sent to work from home, and after the state of emergency was l ifted and she returned to work, she
was told that due to reduced workload she had to go on paid leave, where she would receive 60%
of her average earnings. After asking for an explanation for this decision, Ćeriman was fired by the
director Jelena Vuković,  with the explanation that she "violated work discipline and initiated
conflict" .  The verdict states,  among other things, that the journalist could not violate work
discipline because there was no valid work rulebook at that time. It  is also stated that the criteria
on the basis of which she was sent on leave due to the reduction in the volume of work are unclear
because she was the only employee on contract for an indefinite period who was sent on leave.

https://nuns.rs/sud-ponistio-resenje-o-otkazu-novinarki-snezani-ceriman/

