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THREE FREEDOMS UNDER THE
MAGNIFYING GLASS

Freedom of expression
-

The Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia
(NUNS) reported on September 21, 2022, that the
journalist of the "Pančevo.SiTi" portal Slobodan
Dukić experienced death threats after unknown
persons left funeral wreaths at the entrance to his
property in Kovin. Dukić stated that these threats
came after he published a text in which he disputed
the higher education diploma of a person close to the
president of the municipality of Kovin, Dušan
Maksimović. Dukić told NUNS that he will continue to
write and that he will not be stopped. Two days later,
NUNS reported that Dukić was assigned twenty-
four-hour police protection.

Journalist Marjana
Stevanović insulted
Danas journalist Marjana Stevanović was insulted
by professor Aleksandar Milanović at the "Vukov
sabor" event, which takes place every year in
Loznica. As part of a special program where the
Serbian language in contemporary society was
supposed to be discussed, Milanović insulted
Stevanović by talking about her text published in
Danas earlier, in which Stevanović wrote about
gender sensitive language. Milanović called the
journalist a "foreign mercenary" and a "member of an
NGO", as well as her cooperating with "foreign
services" that want to regulate the Serbian education
system. Within the same manifestation, there was
another case of exclusion, when, according to the
allegations presented in the newspaper Danas,
participation was denied to the actor Ivan Jeftović by
the president of the local assembly, Milena
Manojlović Knežević, "because he was against SNS
(ruling party) and Aleksandar Vučić".

Environmental activist
from Kosjerić beaten up
Environmental activist Miroslav Perović from
Kosjerić was beaten at the entrance of the building
where he lives on September 21, 2022, the group
"Eko straža" (“Eco Guard“) announced. As stated,
Perović was attacked by three persons wearing hoods
and dark jackets, who inflicted injuries to his head
and body, for which he had to be treated. During the
summer, Perović received threats because of the
support he provided to the locals of Kosjerić, who
protested the construction of a quarry in this place. It
is a quarry whose construction permit was recently
revoked, and whose construction was planned near a
populated place, which is why it posed a danger to
the inhabitants and the environment, including the
water source.

Institutions persecute
EuroPride participants
The Ministry of Internal Affairs has banned eight
people from entering Serbia and filed criminal
charges against two people who participated in
EuroPride on September 17, 2022 in Belgrade. The
Ministry announced that they acted on the request of
the competent prosecutor's office and that two
persons with the citizenship of Turkey and Italy were
identified, against whom criminal charges were filed
for the act of "causing national, racial and religious
hatred and intolerance." The Ministry did not provide
details about these cases, but it is assumed that they
are people whose pictures were shared on social
networks by right-wing profiles during EuroPride,
and who were bothered by the way the participants
dressed during the event. Given that these persons
are not in Serbia, the police have launched a search
for them. The police additionally banned a total of 8
people from entering Serbia, citing "insulting public
morals" as the reason.

Freedom of assembly -

https://nuns.rs/nece-me-zastrasiti/
https://nuns.rs/nece-me-zastrasiti/
https://nuns.rs/dopisnik-pancevackog-portala-slobodan-dukic-pod-policijskom-zastitom/
https://nuns.rs/dopisnik-pancevackog-portala-slobodan-dukic-pod-policijskom-zastitom/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/loznicani-u-cudu-novinarka-danasa-dobila-epitete-strani-placenik-i-pripadnica-nvo-na-89-vukovom-saboru/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/ne-davimo-beograd-zaustaviti-nasilje-nad-gradjanima-gradine-i-kosjerica/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/ne-davimo-beograd-zaustaviti-nasilje-nad-gradjanima-gradine-i-kosjerica/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/mup-zabranio-ulaz-u-srbiju-za-osam-ucesnika-evroprajda-podnete-i-dve-prijave/


14 attacks on EuroPride
participants recorded
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The "Da se zna" association, which provides legal
and psychological assistance to LGBT+ persons,
announced on September 27, 2022, that it recorded
14 attacks, of which 8 were physical, during
EuroPride on September 17, 2022. On this occasion,
they denied the statements of the Minister of Internal
Affairs, Aleksandar Vulin, and the Prime Minister, Ana
Brnabić, "that the state managed to protect all the
participants of the EuroPride march." It was also
stated that most of these incidents and attacks were
not reported to the competent institutions, "due to
distrust in their work." Previously, Velimir Milošev,
one of the EuroPride participants, told the media that
a group of young men attacked a group of EuroPride
participants on their way back from the concerts. The
police stood nearby during these events, and after
they were told what had happened, Milošev stated
that their reaction was "cold and absurd", and that
the police stated that they had to first obtain proof
from a doctor that there had been physical violence,
which Milosev called "absurd, because everything
happened right there on the street."

Activist Srđan Đurić stated on that occasion that the
paint used to write the messages is temporary and
washes off after two days, so their action cannot be
qualified as destruction of public property. He also
stated that they refused to hand over IDs because the
police officers did not give them "neither the basis
nor the law by which they were requesting
identification" and that "drawing graffiti was not in
the scope of the responsibility of the police, but of
the communal police." Activists have been protesting
for several months against the mentioned monument,
stating that it included the names of persons who
participated in the massacre of the civilian population
in 1942 in Bačka.

Activists victims of
police repression in
Majdanpek

Several activists of the "Zajedno" party and the
Youth Student Action (OSA) from Novi Sad are
under police pressure after they repeatedly wrote
messages against the construction of the
controversial "Monument to innocent victims of
1944/45" in this city. Police officers first asked them
for their IDs at the time of writing the messages, on
September 19, 2022, and later returned to hand them
a request to report to the police station for
questioning. The questioning did not take place and
they were released from the station after the identity
of the officer who handed them the requests could
not be determined. Activists suffered pressure the
day before, on Sunday, September 18, 2022, when
they were arrested after refusing to provide IDs to
police officers. They were interrogated at the police
station and charged with "destruction of public
property".

Freedom of association
-  Activists of the
“Zajedno” (“Together”)
political party exposed
to pressure

Environmental activists from Majdanpek, who have
been protesting for months on the nearby Starica
mountain in an attempt to stop further mining
operations by the ZiJin company, have been
subjected to police torture, including beatings,
confession coercion and denial of contact with
lawyers and family members. According to the
information from Civic Initiatives, obtained from
activists on the ground in Majdanpek, two activists
are in custody in Negotin and have not been able to
get in touch with their lawyers. According to
witnesses, they were taken to the local police station
on September 27, 2022 for questioning, and later they
were seen being brought by police officers to the
local Health Center, with visible injuries; they were in
serious condition and they could not walk
independently. Activist Dragan Dmitrović publicly
testified that police officers hit him on the head and
back, that he was threatened with murder and that he
was forced to sign a false confession incriminating
three other activists for the events on Mount Starica
on September 24, 2022, when an employee of the
company ZiJin was attacked. In connection with this
case, the "Three Freedoms" Platform also reacted,
which called institutions to be accountable and
transparent regarding the condition of these
activists, and the institution of Ombudsman to
investigate allegations of police torture. A request to
initiate the procedure for controlling the work of
police officers was also sent to this institution.
Activists on Starica have been exposed to pressure
and attacks from the moment they set up their camp
on the mountain, and these cases have been cited as
the reason why Serbia was once again placed on the
watchlist of the global CIVICUS network.

https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/da-se-zna-na-evroprajdu-14-incidenata-osam-napada/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/novosadjanin-pretucen-na-evroprajdu-zrtvovani-smo-u-politickoj-igranci/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/novosadjanin-pretucen-na-evroprajdu-zrtvovani-smo-u-politickoj-igranci/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/clanovi-zajedno-pozvani-u-policiju-zbog-poruke-digni-gard-odbrani-grad/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/clanovi-zajedno-pozvani-u-policiju-zbog-poruke-digni-gard-odbrani-grad/
https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/aktivisti-stranke-zajedno-ponovo-ispisali-poruke-digni-gard-odbrani-grad/
https://www.facebook.com/ekoloski.ustanak/videos/2183751598463816/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=OzUgd7
https://www.gradjanske.org/en/stop-police-violence-against-activists-in-majdanpek/
https://civicus.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/Serbia.Watchlist.pdf

