
The Pride info center
was attacked again
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THREE FREEDOMS UNDER THE
MAGNIFYING GLASS

Freedom of Association 

The Pride info center in Belgrade was attacked
during the night between May 26 and 27, 2023, red
paint was thrown on the window, and security
camera cables were cut. Although there is no
evidence of a connection between these two events,
it should be recalled that a large meeting of the
Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) was held in Belgrade
on May 26.
This marks the 18th attack on the Pride info center,
and the police have only managed to solve the case
on two occasions, according to the center’s
statements.

Actor Marko Janketić
was attacked for calling
Bakarec names
Marko Janketić was verbally attacked on the street
on June 1, 2021, like many of his colleagues, after
being publicly criticized by certain public figures
who support the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS)
and members of the Parliament.
SNS MP Nebojša Bakarec expressed his displeasure
with actors participating in the protest and he
presented to the Serbian public in the Serbian
Parliament the alleged fees that some of the actors
receive for films and series sponsored by Telekom, a
state-owned company.
This is not the first time that Marko Janketić has
faced attacks due to his views and opinions. He
recently received numerous threats and hate
messages, after expressing his opinions about society
and the state as a guest on the "Pop Talk" show.

Members of the "People's Patrol" attacked a man at
the "Serbia against violence" protest on May 27,
2023. Additionally, they forcibly removed the
reporter of N1 who was reporting from the scene. In
the incident, Miodrag Gavrilović, a representative of
the Democratic Party (DS), was also injured,
receiving a bruise under his eye.
According to the N1 reporter, these attackers are the
same individuals who attacked Savo Manojlović, the
leader of the Kreni-promeni movement, at the
previous protest. Members of these patrols also
attacked people at protests in previous years and
prevented them from exercising their right to
freedom of assembly.

"People's patrols"
attacked people at the
"Serbia against violence"
protest

Freedom of Assembly 

https://n1info.rs/vesti/novi-napad-na-prajd-info-centar/
https://www.telegraf.rs/vesti/beograd/3686128-prajd-info-centar-napadnut-18-put
https://n1info.rs/vesti/kojo-na-ulici-napadnut-marko-janketic-prozivka-bakareca-pocela-da-deluje/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pripadnici-narodnih-patrola-napali-coveka-na-protestu-terali-reportera-n1/


A journalist was
detained because of the
hanging doll he was
carrying at the protest
Journalist Boško Savković was detained on June 4,
2023, under suspicion of carrying a "hanging doll
with the image of Serbian President Aleksandar
Vučić" during the "Serbia Against Violence" protest
that took place on May 27. He was held in custody
for a period of 30 days. The detention followed after
Serbian Prime Minister Ana Brnabić shared a photo
with the disputed doll on Twitter, which was
subsequently shared by many members of the
Serbian Progressive Party.
According to his daughter, Savković has nothing to do
with the doll, and they only had a banner with them.
Several non-governmental organizations and
journalist associations have condemned the arrest of
Savković, stating that it is an impermissible
restriction of the right to freedom of expression and
intimidation of citizens.
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"People's Headquarters"
illegally entered the
yard of N1 television

On May 30, 2023, about 30 people entered the
courtyard of the N1 television station with sound
systems and banners, expressing their
dissatisfaction with the media coverage, as well as
the actions of both the authorities and the
opposition. They demanded N1 to tell the truth, and
urged the journalists to go outside. Later, Dušan
Dunđer, the leader of the "Dostojni Srbija" Movement,
joined the crowd and disrupted the "Serbia Against
Violence" protest on Saturday by broadcasting his
messages over the sound system. He also presents
himself as part of the Center for Strategic Security
Services of the Russian Federation.
This represents another form of intimidation of
media workers and an attempt to deny freedom of
expression to non-regime media.

Freedom of Expression

On May 26, 2023, Goran Vesić, the Minister of
Construction,Transport and Infrastructure, accused
the media operating within the United Media
company of "waging a propaganda war against their
country", as well as of calling the people to violence
and conflicts. 
Regarding the demands put forward by citizens
during the ongoing protests in the capital, Vesić
alleged that these demands actually originated from
Dragan Šolak, co-owner of the United Media
company.

Vesić called out the
media for working
against the state

Bakarec insulted the N1
journalist when he
asked him a question
On May 26, 2023, SNS MP Nebojša Bakarec made a
series of serious accusations against N1, when
approached by a journalist from N1 television who
asked him a question. In addition to continuously
using Assembly sessions as a platform to criticize N1
television, Bakarec responded on the street to the N1
journalist's question by stating that he did not wish to
give interviews to the media. On that occasion, he
also uttered a number of serious insults.

Journalist N1 was
denied access to the
place for journalists at
the SNS rally

The reporter team of Television N1 was temporarily
prevented from entering the fenced area for
journalists near the Serbian Parliament, from where
accredited media teams follow the "Serbia of Hope"
rally. According to the reporter's team, the police
were "instructed by the boss". The cameraman
managed to enter the area later, while the journalist
Žaklina Tatalović was released only after 40 minutes,
even though she was properly accredited.

https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/priveden-novinar-bosko-savkovic-zbog-obesene-lutke-vucica/
https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/nvo-hapsenje-boska-savkovica-nedopustivo-ogranicenje-prava-na-slobodu-izrazavanja-i-zastrasivanje-gradjana/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/desnicari-dosli-u-n1/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/ko-je-vodja-okupljenih-koji-satima-drze-govore-ispred-zgrade-n1/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/vesic-solakovi-mediji-pozivaju-na-sukobe-i-vode-propagandni-rat-protiv-srbije/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/za-bakareca-je-uljudno-pitanje-novinara-n1-napad-nasilnika-silovatelja/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/ekipa-n1-nije-mogla-u-prostor-za-novinare-kod-skupstine-naredio-sef/


Niš councilor insulted
journalists
On May 26, 2023, Nenad Stanković, city councilor
for investments, addressed independent journalists
with an insulting comment when entering the train
that was specially introduced for members of the
Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) who are going to a
meeting from Niš.
Members of the opposition in Niš are demanding the
resignation of this city councilor because of such a
humiliating attitude towards journalists.
This is not the first case that the leadership of this
city treats journalists of independent media
differently. Recently, they were completely omitted
from the list of accredited journalists during the
unveiling of the monument to Patriarch Irinej in the
courtyard of the Cathedral.
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Bakarec attacked N1 and
Nova televisions during
the Assembly session
The MP of the ruling Serbian Progressive Party
(SNS) Nebojša Bakarec said on May 30, 2023 in the
Serbian Parliament, during the debate on REM's
report on violence in television programs, that the
media of the United Group (N1 and Nova) brutally
violate the laws on electronic media and advertising
and over the years have caused enormous damage
to Serbia. He also called these media pirates and
accused them of spreading hatred and propagating
violence.
Calling out non-regime media by members of the
ruling party is almost daily on the "agenda of the
Assembly", regardless of the area they deal with.

Milenko Jovanov
accused the independent
media of fueling the
civil war
On June 1, 2023, the leader of the parliamentary
progressives, Milenko Jovanov, accused the
opposition of wanting a civil war and raising
tension among the people through Sholak's media
(N1, Nova and Danas). Jovanov interpreted the fact
that the newspaper Danas wrote that for the ruling
party the careers of Aleksandar Vucic and Bratislava
Gasic are more important than the demands of the
people, as a call for civil war, because it was stated
that there will be no peace in Serbia until their
demands are met.

Brnabić again
condemns the
caricature
The Prime Minister of Serbia, Ana Brnabić, stated
on June 1, 2023 that the cartoon from the then
edition of the NIN weekly was an example of
"dishonor" because it linked Serbian President
Aleksandar Vučić with Nazi leader Adolf Hitler.
The caricature in NIN shows Hitler in destroyed
Berlin saying: "What Nazi party? I hear for the first
time. I am the head of the movement for the people
and the state," and the title of the cartoon is "How did
he not remember?"
This is not the first time that representatives of the
ruling party have reacted to a caricature that depicts
the president of Serbia in a way that they do not like.

The fans once again
chanted insultingly at
journalist Brankica
Stanković
Partizan fans again chanted offensively against
Insider editor Brankica Stanković on June 6, 2023,
at the semi-final match between Partizan and
Cedevita in the ABA league. 
Everything reminds of the situation from 14 years
ago, when Stanković exposed the connection
between fans and criminal groups, when she was
openly threatened with death and after which she
received police protection.

https://n1info.rs/vesti/ne-seite-dok-je-voz-u-stanici-niski-vecnik-vredjao-novinare/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/bakarec-opet-napada-n1-i-novu-desnoj-opoziciji-kaze-da-ide-na-kosovo-i-brani-ga/
https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/milenko-jovanov-nece-biti-gradjanskog-rata-iako-opozicija-i-solakovi-mediji-to-zele/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/brnabic-karikatura-u-nin-u-primer-bescasca/
https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/nova-skandiranja-navijaca-protiv-brankice-stankovic-da-li-je-potrebno-da-se-nesto-desi-novinarki-da-bi-institucije-reagovale/
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MONITORING



KRIK's verdict overturned because of the
article about Gašić


The Court of Appeal in Belgrade overturned the verdict by which KRIK was convicted
because of the news from the trial in which the then director of the BIA, Bratislav Gašić,
was mentioned. The director of the Security and Information Agency (BIA) at the time, and
today the Minister of the Interior,  Bratislav Gašić,  sued KRIK in May 2021 for defamation of
honor and reputation due to the news from the trial  in which he was mentioned.
Gasic's lawsuit is one of 12 f i led against KRIK in the last two years by representatives of the
state or people close to the government. Journalists believe that these are so-called SLAPP
lawsuits aimed at dissuading journalists from further writing. Apart from Gašić,  KRIK was sued
by Stanko Subotić,  Nikola Petrović,  Bogoljub Karić,  Di jana Hrkalović,  Predrag Koluvi ja,  Mineco
company and others.

Opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the Human Rights
House Foundation.

Reporters Without Borders condemns Serbia's
attitude towards professional media

The organization Reporters Without Borders announced on June 1,  2023 that the authorities
in Serbia are "playing with fire" due to incendiary rhetoric against professional media.  They
condemn attacks by the ruling Serbian Progressive Party on independent media for their
coverage of anti-violence protests.
Many foreign organizations constantly condemn the treatment that members of the ruling
party have towards independent media in Serbia,  but,  regardless,  attacks, insults and threats
are something that journalists in our country face almost every day.

https://www.cenzolovka.rs/pritisci-i-napadi/ukinuta-presuda-protiv-krik-a-zbog-teksta-o-gasicu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/rsf-osudjuje-napad-sns-na-medije-vlasti-u-srbiji-se-igraju-vatrom/

