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Freedom of Expression

Arrests of environmental activists continue

In the weeks after the big environmental protest in Belgrade, activists continued to face
detention. Most of them are charged with the crime of "endangering the constitutional order or
security of Serbia, calling or inciting to change its constitutional order by force, overthrowing
the highest state authorities or representatives of those authorities.”" According to the Criminal
Code, a sentence of 6 months to 5 years is prescribed for this crime. Activists are now being
detained because of posts on social media where they express their opposition to the project of
the company "Rio Tinto". It is clear that these acts of freedom of expression can not represent a
threat to the constitutional order. On Saturday, August 17, the police searched the apartment
and detained the activist Zorana Crnojevi¢c. She was detained for being the administrator of the
"Activism” group, even though she did not participate in the organization of environmental
protests because she is 5 months pregnant. The "Cuvari/ke vatre" organization announced that a
total of three administrators of their "Activism" group were detained, that their phones were
confiscated and their apartments were searched. They are accused of "preparing acts against
the constitutional order and security of Serbia" and "calling for a violent change of the
constitutional order." On Saturday, August 17, the Directorate of Criminal Police conducted a
search and detained four activists of "Eko straza”. "Forcible overthrow of the constitutional
order” was cited as the basis for detention in this case as well. Among those arrested is a senior
researcher at the Institute for Philosophy and Social Theory. The "Ne damo Jadar" association
announced that between 30 and 40 people were detained and/or arrested in the last month.
They are charged with the serious crime of "violent overthrow of the constitutional order”, and
they are being detained because of the critical views they expressed via social media. The
criminal law is misused to limit the freedom of thought, but also of assembly, because the
purpose of arrests is to intimidate citizens from further participation in the protests. This is the
most massive institutional repression to which activists in our country have been exposed, and
it arose as a response of the ruling party, which stood in defense of interests of a private
company, to the increasingly massive participation of citizens in environmental protests across
the country.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/najgrublje-ogoljeno-nasilje-zastrasivanje-aktivista-sirom-srbije-pod-zastavom-odbrane-ustavnog-poretka/
https://www.facebook.com/cuvarivatre/posts/pfbid0A1YZKMLNp8VxvGCjwYczzf7VuwKZFWwLPMPDsm2gw5nXyt6N4VtRKabdgJUfH2Mnl
https://n1info.rs/vesti/eko-straza-ukp-sa-nalozima-pretresao-stanove-cetvoro-aktivista-u-poslednjih-nekoliko-sati/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/nek-hapse-nas-a-ne-decu-i-trudnice-kokanovic-i-petkovic-za-danas-o-novom-talasu-privodjenja-aktivista/

Campaign against independent media

While environmental protests against lithium mining are taking place across Serbia, the
government is trying to divert public attention by attacking the civil sector and independent
media. The campaign against critical media is conducted both in pro-regime media, where
edited videos are published about the alleged involvement of certain media in the intention to
"kill the president of the state". Stories about the alleged assassination plan were started by the
president himself. The Minister of Information and Telecommunications believes that some
media "promote violence", referring explicitly to the N1 television, but without mentioning the
national frequency televisions on which there are shows openly showing violence. Independent
Journalists Association of Serbia announced that "The accusations against Dragan Solak that he
"set the tone and the narrative” calling for the murder of Aleksandar Vucic reflect on journalists
working in the media whose publisher is the United Group and endanger their safety." In the
announcement, they also remind that in the last month, journalists working in the media of
United Group have received six serious death threats, and there was also one attack.

Verbal delict and the list of undesirables

After news of Croatian singer Severina's detention by Serbian police at the border and
questioning about her views on Srebrenica, Yugoslavian war, and protests against lithium, Police
Minister lvica Dagi¢ spoke out. He announced that the "lists of citizens" will be abolished,
obviously alluding to the lists of those who are undesirable in Serbia because of their views.
That such lists, of those who made the so-called "verbal torts" do exist, Aleksandar Vulin, now
the vice-president of the Government of Serbia and the former head of the Security and
Information Agency (BIA), confirmed a day later. "The lists were made by me, as the Minister of
Police and director of the BIA, by law and by conscience, and | regret that | did not dedicate
myself more to them, because | see how many scumbags have been unfairly forgotten,” Vulin
said, forgetting that freedom of opinion and expression is guaranteed by the Constitution of the
Republic of Serbia. We remind you that in the past months, several bans on entering the country
were recorded, including the actor and writer Feda Stukan and the activist Nedim Music. It is
believed that the reason is their attitudes towards the current regime in Serbia. By banning
entry and detaining all free-thinking people at the border, the regime of Aleksandar Vugic is
alienating Serbia from the region and Europe and is increasingly entering the "Orwellian"
dimension of dictatorship where "verbal delict" is the reason for the mistreatment of those
critical of the SNS regime.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/sta-je-iza-vuciceve-sage-o-solaku-i-atentatu-bekstvo-od-pitanja-litijuma-na-kome-se-vlast-opekla/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/i-ristic-proziva-neke-medije-promovisu-nasilje-i-pozivaju-na-ubistvo-i-rusenje-ustavnog-poretka/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/nuns-vlast-mora-da-prestane-da-kriminalizuje-novinare-i-vlasnike-medija/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/nuns-vlast-mora-da-prestane-da-kriminalizuje-novinare-i-vlasnike-medija/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/severina-necu-vise-nikad-doci-u-srbiju-dok-ovaj-ne-sjase-s-vlasti-znamo-svi-dobro-koji/
https://balkans.aljazeera.net/videos/2024/8/26/dacic-potvrdio-da-postoje-spiskovi-za-ulazak-u-srbiju
https://balkans.aljazeera.net/videos/2024/8/26/dacic-potvrdio-da-postoje-spiskovi-za-ulazak-u-srbiju
https://n1info.rs/vesti/vulin-ja-sam-pravio-spiskove-onih-koji-nisu-dobrodosli-u-srbiju/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/vulin-ja-sam-pravio-spiskove-onih-koji-nisu-dobrodosli-u-srbiju/

Fredoom of Association

Novica Anti¢ released from custody

Novica Antic, the former leader of the Military Union of Serbia, was released from detention
after 6 months, and he is accused of embezzling the union's money, while Anti¢ claims that it is
a matter of political persecution and suppression of the union's independence. We remind you
that before Anti¢ was arrested together with several other union members, the current Prime
Minister and then Minister of Defense Milo§ Vuéevi¢ stated that "unions in the army are the
biggest stupidity and that he will advocate for their abolition." Now, six months after the arrest,
the trade union has been reduced from its former 7,500 members to "a statistical error”, said
the former president of the Military Trade Union of Serbia.

Association Da se zna! targeted by the tabloids once again

Association Da se za! which deals with improving the position and providing support to the LGBT
community, is once again the target of the tabloids. This time, the immediate cause was the
support they expressed to the arrested environmental activists. Tabloids accuse the organization
of "selling drugs” by linking them to the case when the police raided the apartment of two
people due to a tip about narcotics. Then, two young LGBT people suffered sexual and
psychological abuse from the police at the moment when officers noticed LGBT symbols in the
apartment. Since then, this association has been repeatedly targeted by tabloids that spread
inaccurate and dangerous information that this association allegedly engages in criminal
activities. This is extremely worrying considering that the association is regularly exposed to
attacks, including the destruction of their premises by homophobic, right-wing groups in
society.

Confirmed indictments against environmental activists from
Majdanpek

The higher court in Negotin confirmed the indictment against three activists from the
Association "Ne dam - Nu dau”. They are accused of spreading national, religious and racial
hatred against the Chinese in Serbia. Activists were accused of an alleged attack on a Chinese
worker of the "Zijin" company on Mount Starica, although the environmental activists of this
association claimed that they were not at the camp that night. They had previously organized a
camp as a form of protest against the mining of this Chinese company. We remind you that in
2022, activists protested the blasting of Mount Starica by "Zijin", and 4 activists were arrested
for the alleged violence against a Chinese citizen. Due to allegations of police violence against
detained activists, coercion of statements and preventing contact with lawyers and family
members, the Three Freedoms Platform also reacted.



https://www.instagram.com/p/C-xRQlus-gP/?img_index=1
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/ekoloski-aktivisti-majdanpek-mrznja-kinezi/
https://www.gradjanske.org/zaustaviti-nasilje-policije-nad-aktivistima-u-majdanpeku/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/antic-po-izlasku-iz-pritvora-nisam-se-bojao-pritiskali-su-i-moju-porodicu-nisu-uspeli/
https://nova.rs/vesti/politika/ovo-je-skandalozna-izjava-vucevic-hoce-da-ukine-sindikat-u-vojsci-a-zapretio-i-policiji/

Activists and the crew of the show on Homolje were attacked

Environmental activists and the crew of the show "Slike Zivota" were attacked in the Homolje
mountains by workers of the utility company. They were attacked while filming workers bringing
water for the wells of a private company to Crni vrh. On that occasion, two workers attacked
them with a stone and a crowbar, but in the end everything ended without any injuries. The next
day, a member of the Association of Rangers of Eastern Serbia was invited to an informative
interview at the Security Information Agency, which is slowly but surely becoming a practice of
the authorities in relation to activists. Instead of protecting the interests of citizens, the state
authorities put their resources at the disposal of private capital and come to its defense.

Organized smear campaign against the CSOs

"A large number of unfounded apprehensions and detentions of citizens in recent weeks have
been followed by a propaganda offensive against alleged foreign mercenaries who are destroying
state order in the interest of enemy countries. The goal of such manipulations by government
representatives and the media close to it is to justify the repression of political dissidents and
to deter citizens from participating in legitimate and legal protests,” the group of non-
governmental organizations said in a statement. The announcement comes at a time when high-
ranking state officials and pro-government tabloids are openly targeting non-governmental
organizations and the media and accusing them of trying to topple Aleksandar Vugéié. It all
started with the statement of the president that non-governmental organizations "received tens
and hundreds of millions of euros” to bring him down. At the local event in Medvedica on August
11, he announced that "It will be interesting in the coming days, it seems to me that the public
will find out how it goes and how it works." As per the order, days after this statement, state
officials and officials of the Serbian Progressive Party, including Jorgovanka Tabakovi¢, the
governor of the National Bank of Serbia, started to publicly attack CSOs. Pro-regime media
broadcast "special” programs in which numerous non-governmental organizations and donors
were targeted, and sensitive financial data were also published, which is illegal. The targeting
comes as the government's response to mass protests against lithium mining and is an attempt
to divert attention from important issues raised by environmental activists and citizens. With
usual phrases about "foreign mercenaries”, "great powers that want to overthrow Serbia", the
government is trying to discredit the protests against lithium mining, and with this intention
they resort to repressive measures and openly violate basic civil rights and freedoms.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/na-homoljskim-planinama-napadnuti-su-aktivisti-i-ekipa-emisije-slike-zivota/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/aktivista-sa-homolja-na-razgovoru-u-bia/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/aktivista-sa-homolja-na-razgovoru-u-bia/
https://www.gradjanske.org/zaustaviti-represiju-nad-gradjanima-i-govor-mrznje-protiv-aktivista/#
https://www.nin.rs/politika/vesti/55262/vucic-optuzio-nvo-da-su-dobile-desetine-i-stotine-miliona-evra-da-ga-ruse

