THREE FREEDOMS

UNDER THE MAGNIFYING GLASS

freedom of expression freedom of assembly freedom of association

Three Freedoms Under the Magnifying Glass
Violations of Basic Human Rights in Serbia

October 11 - October 24, 2024

Freedom of Expression

Media reporters in Vrbas did not receive their accreditations

Requests for accreditation were denied to the cameramen invited by the opposition councilors
of the Vrbas Municipal Assembly to attend and broadcast the assembly session. The practice of
preventing the media from covering parliamentary sessions leads to non-transparent
functioning of the representative body and reduced responsibility of the deputies themselves. In
addition, complete and accurate information to the public is directly prevented, and in this
particular case, information about a physical attack on an opposition councilor by a
representative of the ruling Serbian Progressive Party that took place during the session was
hidden.

Ana Brnabic targets independent media

The President of the Assembly, Ana Brnabi¢, accused the independent media of inciting a civil
war. On social media platforms and during a guest appearance on Informer television, she
criticized their coverage of the session of the National Assembly, where the main topic was the
amendment of the Law on Mining and Geological Surveys. Dragan Vuéicevic, editor of Informer,
and Suzana Vasiljevié, media advisor to President Aleksandar Vuéic, joined the accusations,
describing such reporting as causing panic. Ana Brnabic¢'s attacks continued during her guest
appearance on Pink TV, when she accused "Solak's media" of working to hijack and destabilize
the state. Such accusations are particularly dangerous because they come at a time when
changes to the Criminal Code are being proposed that would criminalize any reporting deemed
by the authorities to be an invitation to commit a crime. Throughout Belgrade, there are hateful
graffiti against N1 television, which directly threatens the safety of the employees of this
television.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/incident-u-skupstini-vrbasa-nema-ko-da-vidi-opozicija-kaze-da-im-je-na-odbornika-nasrnuo-naprednjak/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/ponovo-obracun-sa-nezavisnim-novinarima-brnabic-svakodnevno-targetira-medije-iz-grupacije-um/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/brnabic-od-jutra-brani-projekat-rio-tinta-i-napada-novinare-um/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/grafiti-n1-zlo-n1-zaraza-i-na-drzavnim-institucijama-nadleznima-izgleda-ne-smetaju-kolege-zabrinute/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/grafiti-n1-zlo-n1-zaraza-i-na-drzavnim-institucijama-nadleznima-izgleda-ne-smetaju-kolege-zabrinute/

The President of the City Assembly published the journalists'
personal data

Igor Novakovi¢, the president of the Ni§ City Assembly, published, on his social media, personal
data, including ID numbers, of journalists from the Media and Reform Center, as well as
activists. This type of targeting followed a campaign of pressure and accusations directed
against Juine Vesti, as well as other media and activists whom Novakovic accuses of being
foreign mercenaries. Attacks directed at journalists are particularly worrying when they come
from party and local officials. Targeting by the President of the Assembly was initiated in the
same week when the Association of Journalists of Serbia announced that more threats to
journalists were recorded this year compared to the same period last year.

The editor of Slavija info was hbrought to the BIA for an interview

Six members of the Security Information Agency (BIA) blocked the way of Ljubomir Stefanovic,
the editor of the YouTube portal Slavija info, and brought him to the VoZdovac police station for
an interview. Stefanovi¢ states that during the conversation he was threatened for reporting on
the president of the country, and he was also mentioned and threatened with his family. He
notes that he did not receive a criminal report, a summons, nor was his statement taken on the
record, and that his phone and car were confiscated hefore the interview. This year, the BIA was
actively involved in the intimidation of activists and citizens, and more than 40 environmental
activists and individuals who called for protests or criticized the current government on social
networks were invited to informative talks. This behavior of the security authorities serves
exclusively to intimidate critics of the current regime and aims to stifle freedom of expression.

Activist was called to the police for an interview

A group of unnamed citizens filed a_criminal complaint against Tomislav Veljkovi¢ due to
allegations that he disturbed the public and spread panic with posts on social media regarding
the start of investigative actions for lithium mining in Visak. The application was submitted at
the end of July, a few days before the protest in Rata that Veljkovi¢ organized, but the
invitation to the interview arrived two months later, just before the blockade scheduled for
October 20 in Preljina, in which Veljkovi¢ also announced that he would participate. In August, a
similar thing happened to Branko lvkovié from Valjevo, against whom 7 citizens filed identical
reports also due to the alleged spread of panic on social media. The arrest of Tomislav Veljkovi¢
is a continuation of the institutional harassment of citizens who oppose lithium mining, and who
continue to protest after the opposition's request for a ban on lithium and pine mining was
rejected in the Parliament.



https://www.juznevesti.com/Drushtvo/NUNS-Novakovic-da-prestane-sa-targetiranjem-niskih-novinara-i-aktivista.sr.html
https://www.juznevesti.com/Drushtvo/NUNS-Novakovic-da-prestane-sa-targetiranjem-niskih-novinara-i-aktivista.sr.html
https://n1info.rs/vesti/uns-smanjen-broj-slucajeva-ugrozavanja-novinara-ali-vise-pretnji-u-odnosu-na-proslu-godinu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/danas-urednik-portala-slavija-info-tvrdi-da-ga-je-bia-kidnapovala/
https://nova.rs/vesti/drustvo/organizator-protesta-u-raci-protiv-rudarenja-tomislav-veljkovic-dao-izjavu-u-policiji/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/advokat-branko-ivkovic-saslusanje-valjevo/

Dragoljub Simonovi¢ in prison

Former president of the Grocka municipality, Dragoljub Simonovi¢, has begun serving his prison
sentence for inciting others to burn down the home of journalist Milan Jovanovi¢ from the Zig
Info portal. Requests to postpone his imprisonment have been denied. Jovanovié¢ emphasizes that
the prison sentence could change how those in power relate to journalists. The response of
institutions to attacks on journalists is particularly important when state officials organize such
attacks, as it demonstrates that violence against journalists cannot be tolerated. Nevertheless,
such a reaction in this case comes 6 years after the horrific attack on the journalist and his
family, which does not give incentives to those journalists who suffer violence and pressure to
report the same.

Dismissed report against Veran Mati¢

The lawsuit of Dejan Nikoli¢ Kantar against Veran Matic, president of the Board of Directors of
the Association of Independent Electronic Media (ANEM) and member of the Permanent Working
Group for the Safety of Journalists, was dismissed, according to the announcement of the Basic
Public Prosecutor's Office in Vranje. ANEM says that this lawsuit aims to prevent reporting on
criminal acts and court proceedings related to Dejan Nikoli¢, known as Kantar, who has already
been sentenced to 18 months in prison for threatening the owner and the last one in OK Radio.
We remind you that Kantar is already known to the public for endangering the safety of OK
Radio employees and walling up the media's premises, and this lawsuit is just one of the ways in
which Kantar deals with journalists and the media in order to prevent further reporting in the
interest of the public.

Fredoom of Assembly

Police legitimized citizens at an informal meeting

Tenants of Novi Beograd Block 4 tried to get an excavator to start working on the construction
site. After the police legitimized them, the group of spontaneously gathered citizens dispersed
and the work continued. Following their identification, the attendees were asked to report to the
police station in New Belgrade. The frequent practice of recording the presence of individuals at
various protests and later questioning them at the police station represents a form of pressure
and intimidation,



https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/doslo-vreme-da-pravosudje-konacno-pocne-da-radi-svoj-posao-oglasio-se-novinar-jovanovic-o-odlasku-bivseg-predsednika-opstine-u-zabelu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/doslo-vreme-da-pravosudje-konacno-pocne-da-radi-svoj-posao-oglasio-se-novinar-jovanovic-o-odlasku-bivseg-predsednika-opstine-u-zabelu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/tuzilastvo-u-vranju-odbacilo-krivicnu-prijavu-kantara-protiv-verana-matica/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/policija-legitimisala-gradjane-na-protestu-u-bloku-4-bager-ipak-usao-na-gradiliste/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/policija-poziva-stanare-bloka-4-koji-se-protive-izgradnji-da-dodju-u-stanicu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/policija-poziva-stanare-bloka-4-koji-se-protive-izgradnji-da-dodju-u-stanicu/

The police filmed and photographed the participants of the
protest in Loznica

The day before the protest against lithium exploitation, the Police Department in Sabac
announced that police officers will photograph and record public places where protesting
citizens gather in Loznica. Such a decision raises doubts about the intention of the police and
their role in restraining and suppressing the protests. It should be noted that this year alone,
more than 40 environmental activists were arrested or detained for participating in or calling
for protests. A similar repressive tactic was used during_the protests in 2021 and 2022, when
the police filed over 800 misdemeanor charges against the citizens who participated in the
protests due to their participation in the environmental protests. As they were not legitimized
at the gatherings themselves, the question arose as to how the police obtained information
about who was present at the protests. Later, the courts handed down verdicts of acquittal,
which showed that this behavior of the police is a threat to the freedom of assembly, which is
guaranteed by the Constitution.

Expulsion of another Russian

The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MUP) first issued a decision rejecting Anton Bobryshev's
request for a temporary residence permit in Serbia and giving him 30 days to leave the country.
In the explanation, they stated that the Russian citizen did not pass the security risk
assessment. Bobryshev was the organizer of a rally in support of Alexei Navalny in Pancevo last
year, and his anti-war activism is believed to be the cause of his expulsion. According to the
data of the association Russian Democratic Society, there are 7 such cases in which Russian
citizens in Serbia were designated as "a threat to the security of Serbia", and the common
feature of all those who were ordered to leave the country is their public opposition to the war
in Ukraine and the political system of Russia. The public is deprived of information on how the
opposition to the war in Ukraine is a threat to Serbia and on whose orders pressure is being
exerted on Russian citizens in Serbia. However, just a few days later, the MUP changed its
decision in the case of Anton BobrySev, who ceased to be a threat to national security within 7
days.



https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/policija-sutra-snima-protest-u-loznici/
https://www.gradjanske.org/presude-potvrdile-policija-prekrsajnim-prijavama-ugrozila-pravo-gradjana-na-protest/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/10/17/serbia-orders-anti-kremlin-russian-to-leave-country-report-a86723
https://nova.rs/emisije/srbija-izbacuje-jos-jednog-ruskog-antiratnog-aktivistu/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/mup-ukinuo-resenje-kojim-je-ruskom-drzavljaninu-bobrisevu-nalozeno-da-napusti-srbiju/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/mup-ukinuo-resenje-kojim-je-ruskom-drzavljaninu-bobrisevu-nalozeno-da-napusti-srbiju/

