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Freedom of Expression

Sapi¢ dedicated the conference to N1

The Mayor of Belgrade, Aleksandar, Sapi¢, organized a press conference dedicated to the
reporting of N1. At the conference, Sapi¢ attacked journalist Miodrag Sovilj, dissatisfied with
the way he edited a report from the previous conference. After a discussion with one of the
reporters, part of the journalists left the conference. There were no answers to questions raised
regarding issues in the city. A few days later, at another press conference, the mayor again
entered into a dispute with N1 journalist Mladen Savatovic, accusing_him of lying. This frequent
practice of targeting journalists indicates a reluctance to accept critical reporting and to
address essential issues of importance to the citizens of Belgrade. As a public official, Sapi¢ is
obligated to respond to journalists who report in the public interest, rather than abusing the
mayoral office to attack critical media. Such targeting, humiliation, and insults are extremely
dangerous for the safety and well-being of all employees in independent media and prevent
journalists from doing their jobs, thereby depriving the public of the right to receive answers to
key city issues.

The court dismissed the lawsuit by the SNS official against
Pistaljka

The Higher Court in Belgrade dismissed one of the lawsuits filed by officials of the Serbian
Progressive Party (SNS) and a director at 'Corridors of Serbia' against the portal Pistaljka. We
remind you that Aleksandar Seni¢ has filed four lawsuits against this portal, which investigates
corruption. The lawsuits pertain to articles about the officials' property and companies that are
formally owned by his minor children. The judge stated in the ruling that Pistaljka published
true information in the article that does not violate anyone's rights. Seni¢ won one of the four
lawsuits, lost another, and proceedings are still ongoing for the fourth. These lawsuits aim to
prevent journalists from doing their jobs, which is characteristic of so-called Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation (SLAPP), where the intent is not to seek justice but to punish those
working in the public interest.



https://pistaljka.rs/home/read/1110
https://n1info.rs/vesti/sapic-posvetio-konferenciju-prilozima-n1-novinari-napustili-salu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/sapic-novinaru-n1-nemojte-da-lisavate-ljude-moje-gluposti/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=webpush&utm_campaign=2024-10-29-api-novinaru-N1

Hacker attacks on the portal 021.rs

The portal 021.rs has heen unavailable to the public for short periods due to constant hacker
attacks. For a time, the site was inaccessible outside the former Yugoslavia. The site has heen
under attack from hackers since the beginning of September, and such cyber attacks hinder
public information.

Freedom of Assembly

Arrests and clashes at the protest in Novi Sad

After the terrible accident in Novi Sad in which 14 people died, including children, citizens
asked politicians to take responsibility. Since there was no reaction from the authorities in this
direction (only three days after the accident, the Minister of Construction Goran Vesié
resigned), the citizens decided to look for answers on the street because the institutions are
not doing their job. On the eve of the first protest in Belgrade, the activist of the SviCe group,
Nikola Risti¢, was detained. At first, plainclothes police officers did not want to reveal where
they were going to take the activist and prevented another activist of the SviCe group from
filming what was happening, but under pressure they announced that he would be transferred to
the nearby police station. The activist was released during the day and stated that the police
officers informed him that they had received a warrant from the Prosecutor's Office for high-
tech crime due to the existence of indications of calling for the violent overthrow of the
constitutional order. Larger riots and clashes with the police were recorded at the protest in
Novi Sad held on November 5. The gathering started near the railway station, and the citizens
are demanding the determination of moral and criminal responsibility, as well as the
resignation of the responsible officials. After that, they headed to the City Hall, where police
forces in equipment for breaking up demonstrations were already stationed. At one point, a
larger group of masked men started smashing the window of the town hall with bats and
throwing firecrackers inside the building. The representatives of the opposition stated that it is
about hooligans and members of football fan teams who were "inserted” by the authorities with
the intention of causing riots. Groups of unidentified young men then demolished other
locations in Novi Sad. However, the plainclothes police, often without showing identification,
did not arrest members of a violent group, but peacefully gathered citizens. After midnight,
activist Ivan Bjelic was detained. The plainclothes police officer identified himself and said that
there was a video of Bjeli¢ throwing "stones and paint at the assembly” and that this was the
reason for the arrest. He was detained for 48 hours. Miran Pogacar, a member of the "Bravo"
movement, was also detained when he tried to approach the premises of the SNS, in front of
which President Vudi¢ was addressing members of his party. After the interview, he was
released from custody. MiSa Baculov was ordered to be detained by the police for 48 hours for
releasing feces from a cistern in front of the City Hall in Novi Sad, thereby endangering the
health of citizens. Criminal charges are expected to be filed against him for causing public
danger. Goran JeSi¢ was also detained hecause he pushed away the person who was dragging
the young man. It turned out that they were plainclothes police officers who did not want to
show identification. Goran JeSi¢'s lawyer stated that criminal charges will be filed against his
client for assaulting an official.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/konstantni-napadi-na-021-rs-iz-inostranstva-sajt-ponovo-dostupan-za-ceo-svet/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/konstantni-napadi-na-021-rs-iz-inostranstva-sajt-ponovo-dostupan-za-ceo-svet/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/priveden-aktivista-nikola-ristic-uoci-protesta-na-savskom-trgu-ides-s-nama-da-popricamo-o-tvom-krecenju-stana/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=webpush&utm_campaign=2024-11-03-Priveden-aktivi
https://n1info.rs/vesti/nikola-ristic-na-protestu-u-novom-sadu-planirane-simbolicne-aktivnosti-ali-cemo-ici-u-sve-radikalnije-postupke/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/nikola-ristic-na-protestu-u-novom-sadu-planirane-simbolicne-aktivnosti-ali-cemo-ici-u-sve-radikalnije-postupke/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-neredi-ispred-gradske-kuce-demonstranti-pozivaju-na-mir-i-kazu-da-su-ubaceni-provokatori/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pajtic-sns-deli-navijacima-bejzbol-palice-u-novom-sadu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/tepic-ljudi-koji-prave-nerede-su-ubaceni-napadaju-policiju-a-ona-ih-ne-hapsi/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-maskirani-mladici-demolirali-obliznje-gradiliste-policija-ne-reaguje/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-maskirani-mladici-demolirali-obliznje-gradiliste-policija-ne-reaguje/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/priveden-aktivista-ivan-bjelic-policajac-kaze-da-postoji-snimak-da-je-bacao-kamenje-na-gradsku-kucu/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/miran-pogacar-privodjenje-lica-bez-legitimacija-vucic/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/branilac-mise-baculova-neutemeljeni-navodi-terete-ga-da-je-cisternom-ugrozio-zdravlje-gradjana-video/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/uhapsen-goran-jesic-pokusao-da-spreci-privodjenje-mladica/

Assistant Police Director Colonel Dragan Vasiljevi¢ said that during the night, 12 people were
identified who allegedly caused disturbances at the protest and that 8 of them were detained.
The morning after the protest, the arrests of activists who protested peacefully continued. The
activist of the group Stav Branislav Dordevi¢ was also detained, and the reasons are not yet
known. At the protest itself, attacks by the journalist team were recorded. The N1 team was
attacked by masked men who broke the camera of the crew, as well as verbally attacked
journalist Zaklina Tatalovi¢. During the broadcast, journalist N1 was verbally attacked and
pushed. The journalist was pushed by a SNS supporter who was in the company of SNS deputy
Biljana Pantic Pilja, who came to Novi Sad together with Aleksandar Vuci¢ and other members of
the ruling party for a kind of counter rally. Reporters of the portal 021.rs were hit with red
paint and plastic packaging. A Euronews cameraman was attacked in front of the premises of
the Serbian Progressive Party. The protest and anger of citizens is not random; it is a direct
consequence of deep dissatisfaction due to the chronic absence of institutional responsibility
and transparency in Serbia. Trapped by corruption and political interests, key institutions ignore
their basic obligations to citizens, which further deepens mistrust and eliminates space for
constructive dialogue. When citizens are left without an institutional response, street protests
become the only remaining channel for seeking accountability. The reaction of the police against
such a gathering only confirms the captivity of the state and the institutions of the system.

ghg police filmed and photographed participants in the protest in
abac

One day before the environmental protest in Sabac, the police administration announced that
authorized officials from the Ministry of Internal Affairs would be photographing and filming the
area where the protest was to take place. The same occurred during the protest in Loznica. Such
police actions enable the identification of protest participants and their further prosecution. It
is necessary to allow citizens to participate in protests and express their dissatisfaction
without fear of potential penalties, which we have witnessed this year at almost all protests,
starting with the environmental protests during the summer when 41 individuals were arrested
or detained.

Criminal charges against protest participants

The City Secretariat for Traffic has announced that it will file criminal charges against citizens
who participate in the defense of the Sava bridge. In the announcement, they state that the
citizens removed the traffic signals installed due to the upcoming demolition of the Old Sava
Bridge and that they endangered the safety of road users. Citizens are forced to take such
actions due to the closure of institutions for the opinion of the profession and other interested
parties and due to the complete absence of consultation with citizens during the planning of the
city, which has been planned for years in the interest of private investors, and not in
accordance with the needs of the residents.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/vasiljevic-identifikovano-12-osoba-koje-su-pravili-nerede-tokom-protesta-njih-osam-zadrzano/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/maskirani-muskarci-razbili-kameru-tv-n1-napadnut-snimatelj-u-novom-sadu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/maskirani-muskarci-razbili-kameru-tv-n1-napadnut-snimatelj-u-novom-sadu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/politika/pogledajte-raspravu-poslanice-sns-biljane-pantic-pilje-i-novinarke-n1-na-protestu-u-novom-sadu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/politika/pogledajte-raspravu-poslanice-sns-biljane-pantic-pilje-i-novinarke-n1-na-protestu-u-novom-sadu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/politika/protest-u-novom-sadu/#213902
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/politika/ana-brnabic-razumem-protestante/
https://www.gradjanske.org/zahtevamo-odgovornost-institucija-i-hitnu-istragu-zbog-hapsenja-mirnih-demonstranata-u-novom-sadu/
https://www.gradjanske.org/zahtevamo-odgovornost-institucija-i-hitnu-istragu-zbog-hapsenja-mirnih-demonstranata-u-novom-sadu/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/sekretarijat-krivicne-prijave-protiv-ucesnika-protesta-most-ostaje-zbog-uklanjanja-saobracajne-signalizacije/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DBi_11kMn8c/?igsh=MWZzMXhnYTZobGtiaA%3D%3D
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/policija-sutra-snima-protest-u-loznici/

Pressures on teachers who are on strike

Before the teachers' strike, the Ministry of Education sent school directors a table to fill out
regarding the number of employees participating_in the strike. Unions have been organizing
protests and strikes in schools since September, dissatisfied with the status of educators in
Serbia. Similar tables for completion were also sent to schools ahead of the previous two
teachers' protests this year, and teachers received threats of termination and reduced salaries.
Before the protests, there were also claims that members of the Security and Information
Agency (BIA) and the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MUP) warned transporters from Ni$ and
Kragujevac that it would not be advisable to transport educators to Belgrade for the protest.
Such pressures constitute an obstruction of the rights of educators and their unions to exercise
their legally guaranteed right to strike and demand better working conditions. Pressures from
state authorities represent an abuse of power and institutions, with the intent of passivizing
citizens and stifling any form of dissent.

Two participants in the blockade were detained

The police detained two participants in the protest blockade against the Duboko landfill in UZice
for an informational interview. The police stated that two people were detained for alleged
disturbance of peace and order. One of the detained persons is 75-year-old Radenko Grujicic, for
whom the prosecution ordered detention for 48 hours. After the hearing, he was taken to the
General Hospital in UZice because he fell ill, but after the examination, he was returned to the

ave

due to the filed criminal charges for the alleged physical assault of SNS coordinators for that
region, Marija Prekovi¢, and Acting. director of PUK Duboko, Tanja Knezevi¢, although
eyewitnesses claim that they pounced on an elderly man. The other detainee, lvan Aleksi¢, was
released after the hearing and was given a certain amount of detention. The citizens organized a
protest against bringing new garbage to the landfill, which they claim does not have a permit to
operate, and which burned for 20 days in May of this year. Employees from public companies,
led by the city administration, organized a counter-meeting due to which the police had to
separate the two groups, but none of the participants of the counter-meeting was detained. At
the moment when the representatives of the authorities arrived, a bucket was raised on the
excavator in order to intimidate the gathered citizens. Detention for informational interviews
has become a regular practice of the authorities this year. Such intimidation can gradually lead
to the complete withdrawal of citizens from political life and to a state in which no one controls
the actions of the authorities.


https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/strajk-u-skolama-ministarstvo-prosvete-direktori/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pritisak-na-prevoznike-iz-nisa-da-ne-dovoze-prosvetare-na-protest/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/policija-privela-dva-ucesnika-blokade-deponije-duboko-u-uzicu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/pozlilo-uzicaninu-75-koji-je-uhapsen-na-blokadi-deponije-iz-pritvora-hitno-prebacen-u-bolnicu-u-uzicu/
https://nova.rs/vesti/drustvo/zbog-jucerasnje-sns-predstave-75-godisnji-uzicanin-i-dalje-u-pritvoru/
https://nova.rs/vesti/drustvo/vlast-krenula-bagerom-na-gradjane-koji-blokiraju-deponiju-u-uzicu/

Freedom of Association

Difficult environment for civil society

In the annual progress report for Serbia, the European Commission assessed that civil society
organizations work in a difficult environment. "Verbal attacks and defamation against some
organizations continued, in which high officials also participated. Campaigns were also
conducted by tabloids, including the disclosure of activists' personal information." The report
points out that individuals and organizations that monitor the election process, the state of
ecology, and those who protest against lithium mining and the glorification of war criminals are
particularly exposed to attacks. Another cause for concern was the large number of SLAPP
lawsuits brought by state and local officials.



https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3c8c2d7f-bff7-44eb-b868-414730cc5902_en?filename=Serbia%20Report%202024.pdf

