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The area in front of the National Assembly of Serbia, which has been occupied since March by
tents housing supporters of the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) and individuals with criminal
backgrounds, has become a dangerous and restricted zone for media workers. The people fenced
in this park, now mockingly called “Ćacilend”, have, regularly attacked journalists trying to
report from the scene. In recent days, the number of attacks has increased. The escalation
began when Dijana Hrka, the mother of a young man who died in the collapse of a canopy, began
a hunger strike. Since then, SNS supporters have been gathering in even greater numbers in
“Ćacilend,” using loud music and lasers to provoke the grieving mother and the citizens who
have come to support her. On Sunday, November 2, a group of men from “Ćacilend” surrounded
Insajder journalist Nataša Mijušković. Some of them grabbed her arm and demanded that she
show them the photos she had taken and delete them from her phone - “so that they wouldn’t
break all her bones.” Later, the journalist identified one of the attackers in KRIK’s database of
individuals stationed in the camp. All persons listed in that database have criminal
backgrounds. Another incident occurred in the same area when photojournalists from Radio DIR
in Ruma, were surrounded by plainclothes individuals who demanded that they delete their
recordings and struck them on the head, causing one of them to seek medical assistance. Also
on Sunday, November 2, when the residents of “Ćacilend” attacked citizens who had gathered to
support Dijana Hrka, JZO commander Marko Kričak checked the ID of Danas journalist Vojin
Radovanović, even though he was wearing a yellow press vest clearly marked “PRESS.” Kričak
became known to the wider public after being accused of abusing detained students and
citizens and threatening student Nikolina Sinđelić with sexual violence. Another case of violence
was recorded on November 4. Four men attempted to drag the visibly identified reporter,
wearing “PRESS” vest, into the fenced-off area. When they failed, they beat him, knocked him
down, and kicked him while he was on the ground. A gendarme who was present did not
intervene but instead told the reporter to “just move away.” Not only is the police failing to
respond, but officers themselves are also participating in the attacks. During the protest on
November 4, police first prevented a journalist from the portal Pazovačka.rs from passing, then
struck her in the shoulder and pushed her away. On Wednesday, November 5, during a gathering
of SNS supporters in front of the National Assembly, a KTV crew was also attacked. The police
cordon, standing just steps away from the journalists, took no action against the thugs who had
come to the ruling party’s rally. Unknown men also physically removed an Insajder TV reporter
who was conducting interviews with regime supporters at the time. The lack of accountability
for the attackers stationed in the pro-government camp is a clear indicator of the state’s
attitude toward the safety of journalists.

https://n1info.rs/vesti/anem-osudjuje-napade-na-novinare-od-pristalica-rezima-policija-da-im-omoguci-da-obavljaju-svoj-posao/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/anem-osudjuje-napade-na-novinare-od-pristalica-rezima-policija-da-im-omoguci-da-obavljaju-svoj-posao/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/novinarka-insajdera-napadac-cacilend/
https://www.krik.rs/caciji-cuvari-partije/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/policija-u-lovu-na-zeceve-kao-da-ima-kvotu-koju-mora-da-ispuni-novinar-danasa-kojeg-je-legitimisao-kricak/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/fonet-maskirane-osobe-iz-cacilenda-oborile-i-sutirale-naseg-novinara-zandarm-mu-na-to-rekao-da-prodje-dalje/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/anem-policija-gurnula-i-ometala-u-radu-novinarku-portala-pazovacke-rs/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/naprednjaci-napali-sarovica-i-ekipu-ktv-a-policija-nije-reagovala-na-bacanje-flasa-i-topovskih-udara/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQrrvtpj_20/?hl=en
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Marko Kričak sued Nikolina Sinđelić

The notorious commander of the JZO Marko Kričak, accused of violence against detained
protesters at the rally on August 14, and threats of rape against the detained student Nikolina,
has decided to file a criminal complaint against her for the alleged violation of "reputation and
honor". In this way, Kričak once again taking revenge against the student who spoke publicly
about the violence she was exposed to. Such a lawsuit is an indicator of deep-rooted misogyny
and hatred towards women who dare to speak publicly about violence, and the fact that this
violence is carried out by a member of the security services is an additional reason for concern
for all those who go through violence. This is a sign that victims will not be protected when they
turn for help and support, a sign that the institutions are not there for them. Kričak previously
sued a MP, a former MUP colonel.

Attempted hacker attack on KRIK
A hacker attack on the emails of members of the KRIK newsroom as well as on the website was
recorded. The warning about this attack came from the company Google, which says that it is a
"government-backed attack" but without further details. At the end of last year, Amnesty
International published a report with evidence of persecution and digital spying and monitoring
of journalists and activists in Serbia, which the authorities denied, but new examples recorded
in practice contradict their claims. The attack on the research portal took place on the same
day that KRIK published the database "Ćaci(s): Guardians of the Party", which lists individual
persons who are in the fenced pro-government camp.

Journalists attacked
Supporters of the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) attacked the correspondent of the Beta
Agency, the journalist of the Subotičke.rs portal and the journalist of the Magločistač portal in
front of the premises of that party in Subotica. Men dressed in black forbade journalists to take
photos of the rally that was taking place in front of the SNS premises. One of them crumpled
the accreditation that Beta's reporter was wearing around her neck, and tried to take away her
colleague's phone. This kind of attack takes place in the light of the dangerous rhetoric used by
the government representatives against the independent media, and the local media, which are
less visible to the general public and thus remain unprotected, are particularly at risk.

https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/marko-kricak-nikolina-sindjelic-tuzba-nasilje/
https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/komandant-jzo-marko-kricak-tuzio-poslanicu-slavicu-radovanovic-za-uvredu-casti/
https://nova.rs/vesti/hronika/komandant-jzo-marko-kricak-tuzio-poslanicu-slavicu-radovanovic-za-uvredu-casti/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pokusaj-hakerskog-napada-na-mejlove-novinara-i-sajt-krik-a/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/dve-novinarke-napadnute-ispred-prostorija-sns-u-subotici/
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Freedom of Assembly

Pressures, dismissals, threats, attacks
Support for the protests and for the students has become the reason why many citizens are now
facing pressure. Teachers at the Fifth Belgrade Gymnasium have not received their September
salaries, nor the first part of their October pay. This high school has been under pressure since
a new principal was appointed, a person whose behavior has repeatedly angered both students
and teachers, who are now blocking the school demanding her dismissal. The principal of the
Gymnasium in Bačka Palanka was dismissed from her position because she refused to fire
teachers who took part in the work stoppage. The school psychologist from another school in
the same town was fired for supporting the protests. Municipal officials from Lučani physically
attacked a priest who had hosted students marching toward Novi Sad in the local parish house.
Physical attacks on students have also been recorded. After the blockade of the Ibar highway,
students from Čačak were assaulted, according to their testimony, the attacker was also an SNS
official. In front of the police, the SNS coordinator for Sombor, Vrbas, and Žabalj hit a student
in Belgrade on November 5, during two simultaneous gatherings one in support of Dijana Hrka,
and the other organized by SNS supporters in “Ćacilend.” Students are also facing other forms
of pressure. Two students from Novi Pazar were denied enrollment for the next academic year
because they did not submit their documents on the official registration day; that day, they
were walking to the protest in Novi Sad. This decision represents an act of retaliation by the
rector of the State University of Novi Pazar against students demanding her resignation.
Particularly exposed to pressure, from the beginning of the protests and especially in recent
weeks, is bus operator Milomir Jaćimović, who has been providing free transportation for
students and citizens to protests across the country. His buses were stopped several times
within a single week on the way to Belgrade, where he was bringing students to the protests in
support of Dijana Hrka. Milomir himself was detained twice, and ultimately seven of his buses
were confiscated. Together with his underage son, Jaćimović began a hunger strike to protest
the regime that deprived him of his means of work and thus made it impossible for him to
provide a livelihood for himself and his son.

Obstruction of the Commemorative gathering
In the days before the big Commemorative meeting in Novi Sad on November 1, the regime did
everything in their power to discourage and prevent citizens from gathering in this city and
marking one year since 16 people lost their lives in the fall of the canopy. From the tabloid
campaign and public appearances of the highest officials of the government who talked about
the alleged violence planned for that day, to special broadcasts the day before in which the
arrest of an opposition MP from Novi Sad was broadcast, nothing prevented citizens from
gathering in huge numbers and marking this date in a dignified way. The police first announced
that the meeting on November 1, as well as the reception of students the day before, would be
recorded, which speaks of the increasing presence and use of mass surveillance technologies.
The day before, all train traffic was suspended due to an alleged report of an explosive device. A
group of young people from Hungary was stopped at the border and they were banned from
entering Serbia with the explanation that they represent a "security risk". Nevertheless, over
100,000 people came to Novi Sad, and the event passed without incident, but in the following
days, the government representatives made a special effort to cause incidents.

https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/zaposleni-u-petoj-gimnaziji-ponovo-ostali-bez-plate/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pljuste-otkazi-u-backoj-palanci-direktorka-gimnazije-jer-nije-kaznila-neposlusne-psiholog-zbog-obustave-nastave/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/jedan-pijan-nasrtao-drugi-ga-vukao-za-bradu-naprednjaci-iz-lucana-napali-svestenika-jer-je-ugostio-studente/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/jedan-pijan-nasrtao-drugi-ga-vukao-za-bradu-naprednjaci-iz-lucana-napali-svestenika-jer-je-ugostio-studente/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/objavljen-snimak-napada-na-studente-u-cacku-stojkovic-kaze-banda-bez-mozga-nas-nece-ucutkati/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-tepic-napadac-na-mladica-u-beogradu-je-desna-ruka-andreja-vucica-u-sns-za-vojvodinu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/zbor-gradjana-novog-pazara-osudio-pritiske-na-studente-dunp-i-doneto-resenje-o-prestanku-statusa-dvojici/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/jacimovicevi-autobusi-pretresani-na-naplatnoj-rampi-grupa-ipak-nastavila-put-prema-beogradu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/priveden-autoprevoznik-jacimovic-u-zablju/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-napeto-kod-pete-beogradske-gimnazije-policija-privela-prevoznika-jacimovica/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/jacimovic-prevarila-nas-je-policija-oduzet-mi-je-autobus-ali-ne-odustajem-i-danas-stizem-u-beograd/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/sile-mraka-i-sile-svetla-ima-li-savesti-u-drzavi-u-kojoj-citave-porodice-strajkuju-gladju/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/blog-najnovije-vesti-komemorativni-skup-1-novembar-novi-sad/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-snimak-hapsenja-mise-baculova/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/policija-najavila-snimanje-skupova-u-petak-i-subotu-u-novom-sadu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/srbijavoz-obustavljen-saobracaj-svih-vozova-zbog-dojave-o-eksplozivnoj-napravi/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/mladi-iz-madjarske-krenuli-u-novi-sad-ali-je-nekima-zabranjen-ulazak-u-srbiju-jer-su-bezbednosni-rizik/
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SNS supporters attack citizens

The day after the commemorative gathering in Novi Sad, Dijana Hrka, the mother of the
deceased young man, decided to go on a hunger strike in front of the National Assembly of
Serbia. At the same time, the authorities began bringing their supporters in increasing numbers
to the “Ćacilend”. A large police presence was deployed to secure the fenced-off camp from
citizens who were peacefully protesting. However, many members of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs did not stop the violent men from Ćacilend from attacking citizens who had come to
support Dijana Hrka. Those gathered in Ćacilend played loud music for three days and nights in
a row, provoking the mother who had lost her child. They also attacked citizens by throwing
various objects at them, to which the police did not respond. On the contrary, the police
arrested citizens who tried to defend themselves or threw the objects back into the fenced
camp. Several students were arrested as well. The police also detained students on their way to
a protest in Belgrade in support of Dijana Hrka. A group of students from Niš was stopped
multiple times on their way to Belgrade, the first time, one female student was detained, and
the second time, two male students were detained by members of the Special Operations Unit
(JZO), who insulted and threatened them with violence. For days, the violent men from the
fenced camp attacked citizens, activists, and students. A member of the group “Running for
Students” was attacked, and a man punched a female student in the head just a few steps away
from police officers who did not react. Journalists were also attacked with pyrotechnic devices.
Among the men in Ćacilend, local city officials were identified. Violence was also recorded in
other locations. In Mladenovac, a man drove his car into citizens protesting there. On the
evening of November 5, two gatherings were held in front of the National Assembly. At one,
citizens paid tribute to the victims in Novi Sad and expressed support for the woman who had
lost her child and is demanding accountability for the collapse of the canopy. On the other side,
government supporters celebrated to nationalist songs and loud music, perhaps the clearest
reflection of the current state of Serbia and the deep division within society that the ruling
party’s regime has caused.

Freedom of Association

Local activist targeted

A smear campaign was conducted on social networks against the activist and journalist Tara
Rukeci Milivojević, who was the target of chauvinist threats and insults. A group of civil society
organizations stated that: "Referring to nationality, spreading racist lies and publicly targeting
a woman who advocates for equality and justice is hate speech and an attempt to divert
attention from essential problems, exploitation, institutional failures and organized intimidation
of those who fight for a just society." In the statement, the organizations called on the
authorities to show zero tolerance for violence and to protect the safety of activists in the
digital and physical space.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQjiJe0igV0/?igsh=Yzg0aHUxZDBmczdw
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQkTEGWANGw/?igsh=MjdldDQzdWt1cm94
https://n1info.rs/vesti/fotovideo-skupovi-i-incidenti-kod-skupstine-kroz-objektiv-fotografa-rojtersa/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/dijana-hrka-protiv-masinerije-na-zahteve-jedne-majke-odgovaraju-pesmom-baje-malog-knindze/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/policija-intervenisala-na-mestu-gde-dijana-hrka-stajkuje-gladju-uhapsen-prevoznik-jacimovic-studenti-ostali-u-zaplenjenom-autobusu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/studenti-fdu-u-blokadi-objavili-da-je-nekoliko-osoba-uhapseno/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/nis-studenti-mateja-nikolic-luka-djordjevic-privodjenje-policija/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/clan-grupe-trcim-za-studente-napadnut-kod-cacilenda/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-muskarac-iz-cacilenda-udario-studentkinju-u-glavu-dok-je-snimala-sta-rade-u-ogradjenom-prostoru/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/novi-napad-iz-cacilenda-pirotehnickim-sredstvima-i-flasama-na-gradjane-i-novinare-policija-nije-reagovala/
https://vreme.com/vesti/zborovi-koji-zaposleni-iz-opstine-palilula-radno-vreme-provode-u-cacilendu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/u-mladenovcu-skup-podrske-dijani-hrki-vozac-se-zaleteo-autom-na-okupljene/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/video-protest-u-cacilendu-i-iza-njega-kroz-kameru-rojtersa/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/ndnv-brutalni-i-ksenofobni-napadi-na-taru-rukeci-milivojevic/
https://astra.rs/saopstenje-za-javnost/
https://astra.rs/saopstenje-za-javnost/
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“Crni ovan” vandalized again

On the day of the International Day of Anti-Fascism, four masked men vandalized the anti-
fascist collective and Crni Ovan space in Novi Sad. This is not the first time that this space for
the gathering of activists has been attacked by groups that persistently go unpunished for their
actions.

Attacked president of the MERI movement

Dejan Zejnula, president of the Right to Life Movement - MERI, was attacked on November 7, the
Assembly of the MERI movement stated. Attacks on activists have intensified in conditions of
systemic repression and targeting campaigns by government officials against civil society in the
country.

https://n1info.rs/vesti/ponovo-vandalizovan-crni-ovan-u-novom-sadu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/ponovo-vandalizovan-crni-ovan-u-novom-sadu/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ4AX4oDTaY/?igsh=MWY2dTNraG5vbm14

