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Freedom of Expression

New cases of spying on activists

BIRN, in cooperation with the SHARE Foundation, discovered that during the detention of four
farmers and environmental activists, the BIA installed the NoviSpy spy software into their
phones. The NoviSpy software provides access to the microphone, camera, messages, location of
the phone, and all data is sent directly to the Security and Information Agency server. We
remind you that BIRN and Amnesty International's research from December 2024 showed that
the BIA installed spy software to monitor the phones of activists and journalists. Although
government representatives denied the allegations from the research, the latest recorded cases
indicate that digital surveillance of political dissidents in Serbia continues. lllegal surveillance
of activists, journalists and all citizens is used with the aim of collecting data and information
that could be used for the purpose of a tabloid targeting campaign. The use of this software is
also not legally regulated, and the action of the BIA is directly aimed at persecuting opponents
of the ruling regime.

Pressure on the media and censorship

Some local journalists in Subotica did not receive an official invitation or the possibility of
accreditation for the ceremony in the City Hall, where the "IStvan Pastor" Foundation awarded
prizes to the President of Serbia, Aleksandar Vuéi¢, and the Prime Minister of Hungary, Viktor
Orban. The selective sending of invitations to certain media indicates that there are lists of
those who are welcome at official events and those who are not - thus denying free and
objective reporting to the public. The page of Blokada info, a student media outlet from Novi
Sad that regularly reports on all protests, has been removed from Serbian Wikipedia. The
management of the National Theater continues to apply censorship. After the new
administration led by Dragan Bokan, the founder and commander of the paramilitary unit of the
90s "White Eagles”, amended the Rulebook on the work discipline of employees' behavior and
introduced the rule that employees are not allowed to publicly communicate political content
and call for activities that have a political character, this time they also banned the award
ceremony on the stage of this theater. For the last year, actors have been among the loudest in
supporting students and their demands, and the government is trying to stifle independent
voices by appointing politically eligible personnel.



https://birn.rs/bia-spijunirala-poljoprivrednike-novispy/
https://birn.rs/hakovanje-telefona-bia-spijunaza-aktivista/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur70/8813/2024/en/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/pojedinim-novinarima-onemoguceno-da-izvestavaju-sa-dodele-nagrada-vucicu-i-orbanu-u-subotici/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/stranica-blokada-info-uklonjena-sa-vikipedije/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/dobitnici-nagrade-vitez-poziva-plenum-dunp-a-irena-joveva-natalija-jovanovic/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/dobitnici-nagrade-vitez-poziva-plenum-dunp-a-irena-joveva-natalija-jovanovic/

Pressures due to support for the protests

Political retaliation against employees in the education sector who supported the student
protests and their demands continues. Disciplinary_proceedings have been initiated against an
assistant professor at the Faculty of Medicine in Ni§ for allegedly violating work discipline, all
because he joined students in 16 minutes of silence. The secretary of the Faculty of Medicine in
Belgrade was dismissed by decision of the acting dean. The secretary had previously openly
alerted the competent authorities: the Ministry of Education, the Rectorate, and other
institutions to violations of the statute during the dismissal of the previous administration and
the disputed appointment of the acting leadership. Because of this, she had been targeted by
the faculty administration, and has now been officially removed from her position for pointing
out unlawful practices. A PhD candidate in electrical engineering and computer science and an
assistant at the State University in Novi Pazar (DUNP), Emir Ugljanin, was fired from the
institution due to what he described to the media as a verbal conflict with the brother of the
rector, Zana Dolicanin. Students of this faculty remain in blockade, demanding that emergency
administration be imposed at the university due to dissatisfaction with how the current
leadership is running the institution. We remind that the dean of this faculty also brought in
private security, which attacked students who were staying on campus and forcibly removed
them from the building. Besides education workers, other employees who participate in protests
or criticize the current government are also facing repression. A coffee-maker employed in the
Raska Municipal Administration was fired for refusing to attend rallies of the Serbian
Progressive Party. Two employees of the Public Enterprise “Post of Serbia” received annexes to
their employment contracts reassigning them, and were later fired after speaking at a workers’
protest. One of them was later reinstated. Nenad Raki¢, an employee of the cadastre office in
Mionica, was removed from his workplace and disciplinary proceedings were initiated against
him because he ran as a candidate on the “United for Mionica” list in the local elections. After
his buses were confiscated, transporter Milomir Ja¢imovi¢ has now also had his driver’s license
taken away. Through systemic pressure, dismissals, and disciplinary measures, the authorities
are endangering the livelihoods of targeted citizens. Farmers are also under pressure, facing
selective inspections because of their support for the protests. All institutions in the country
have been instrumentalized for the purpose of politically persecuting opponents of the regime.

Freedom of Association

Activist attacked

After returning home from the protest, Subotica activist Drazen Loncar and an elderly citizen
were attacked by a group of masked men with metal bars. Loncar was taken to the hospital with
serious injuries, and the brother of the heaten activist claims that the police initially detained
the wrong person. Another worrying thing happened in this case. Namely, in the night between
December 9 and 10, the passenger vehicle of the prosecutor, who is acting in this case, was set
on fire. This attack on the prosecutor is an indication of wider pressure exerted on prosecutors
and judges in Serbia with the intention of preventing their independent work in accordance with
the Constitution and laws, all with the aim of subordinating the judicial branch to the executive.



https://n1info.rs/vesti/pokrenut-postupak-protiv-profesora-niskog-medicinskog-izasao-sa-studentima-na-16-minutnu-tisinu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/neformalna-grupa-nastavnika-osudila-suspendovanje-sekretarke-medicinskog-fakulteta-u-beogradu/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/asistent-dunp-otkaz-zora-dolicanin-emir-ugljanin/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/samohrana-majka-dobila-otkaz-odbila-da-ide-na-mitinge-sns-a-pa-sms-om-saznala-da-joj-nece-biti-produzen-ugovor/
https://n1info.rs/biznis/dragana-i-njene-kolege-iz-poste-srbije-trpe-pritiske-zbog-ucesca-u-protestu-prvo-im-uruceni-aneksi-o-premestaju-a-potom-i-otkazi/
https://n1info.rs/biznis/dragana-i-njene-kolege-iz-poste-srbije-trpe-pritiske-zbog-ucesca-u-protestu-prvo-im-uruceni-aneksi-o-premestaju-a-potom-i-otkazi/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/skup-podrske-referentu-u-katastru-koji-je-ostao-bez-posla-u-mionici-rakic-stoji-uspravno-zato-smeta/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/milomir-jacimovic-oduzeta-vozacka-dozvola/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/milomir-jacimovic-oduzeta-vozacka-dozvola/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/suboticki-odbor-ssp-a-brutalno-prebijen-gradjanin-nakon-protesta-trazimo-hitnu-reakciju-nadleznih/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/brat-prebijenog-suboticanina-policija-uhapsila-pogresnog-coveka-napadaci-na-slobodi/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/subotica-tuziteljka-huligani-zapaljen-auto/
https://n1info.rs/vesti/subotica-tuziteljka-huligani-zapaljen-auto/

BCSP targeted by hacker attacks

The Belgrade Center for Security Policy (BCBP) announced that they were the target of digital
attacks during the past months, some of which were carried out by a hacker group under the
control of the Russian Military Intelligence Service, which, they say, was confirmed by the
official report of the Microsoft Threat Intelligence Center. Attacks on e-mail accounts, website
and digital services were recorded, all during the period when this center organizes an
important international conference, the Belgrade Security Conference. Hackers created a fake
website that aimed to deceive the participants of this conference, while the official website of
the conference recorded more than 10,000 attacks during its duration. Such attacks limit the
space for organizations to work and threaten the digital security of employees.

Civic space in Serbia "repressed”

The international research platform CIVICUS Monitor, which tracks the state of civic freedoms
in 198 countries and territories, has downgraded Serbia’s civic space rating from “obstructed”
to “repressed.” This category, the second lowest possible, describes countries in which
freedoms of expression, assembly, and association are severely restricted, and opposition to the
authorities can lead to serious consequences such as violence, legal prosecution, or
imprisonment. CIVICUS Monitor cites the increasing repression by the Serbian authorities in
response to the ongoing student protests that erupted after the deadly collapse of the railway
station in Novi Sad in November 2024 as the key reason for the downgrade. Protesters are
facing police violence, attacks by groups close to the ruling party, mass arrests, surveillance,
and retaliation, while those responsible for violence against them enjoy impunity. CIVICUS
Monitor also warns about actions that further escalate tensions, including the pardoning of
individuals accused of attacking protesters and the establishment of counter-protest camps
organized by the authorities around key institutions in Belgrade. The new rating on the state of
fundamental freedoms in Serbia highlights the seriousness of the situation and the depth of the
problems we are facing, problems for which no political solution is in sight under current
circumstances, in which the government itself is the source of these issues.



https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/bcbp-mesecima-smo-meta-hakerskih-napada-iz-rusije/
https://www.danas.rs/vesti/drustvo/bcbp-mesecima-smo-meta-hakerskih-napada-iz-rusije/
https://monitor.civicus.org/press_release/2025/serbia/

